AGMA (531) SUGGESTED ADDITIONAL WORDING FOR MCR2 (Shown in bold)

MCR2

The Regional Centre and Inner Areas

Plans and Strategies for the Regional Centre and Inner Areas will support their focus for development and resources within the city region.  They will:

· Focus commercial, retail, leisure, cultural and tourism development within the Regional Centre to further develop its role as the main employment location and primary economic driver of the city region.  The expansion of the knowledge economy throughout the Regional Centre will be a particular priority.  

· Allow further residential development in the Regional Centre to support its vitality and functioning; mixed-use employment schemes that comprise a good range of housing sizes, types, and tenures, will be particularly appropriate. 

· Improve access to the Regional Centre through comprehensive and co-ordinated investment in public transport infrastructure and facilities including the Manchester Rail Hub, Quality Bus Corridors and the expansion of the Metrolink system.

· Focus residential development in the deprived residential areas adjacent to the Regional Centre in order to secure a significant increase in their population, to support major regeneration activity, including the Manchester Salford Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder, and to secure the improvement of community facilities and the creation of sustainable communities. The emphasis will be on providing a good range of high quality housing (in terms of size, type, tenure and affordability) with a high quality environment, and accessible local facilities and employment opportunities.    Secure interventions that enable existing residents to compete more effectively for employment opportunities now and into the future.

· Maintain and support the sub-regionally significant employment role of Trafford Park within the Inner Areas.

· Ensure connectivity between the Inner Areas and the city region’s main economic drivers - the Regional Centre and Manchester Airport - to support regeneration and sustainable economic growth.

· Focus environmental resources where they are most needed and will have the greatest benefit, to facilitate the sustainable development of the Regional Centre and Inner Areas.  This includes integrated flood management works, the remediation of contaminated land, and provision of high quality green infrastructure as part of comprehensive regeneration schemes.

Reasoned Justification
The Regional Centre comprises Manchester City Centre, Ancoats, Sportcity and Central Park to the east, the Higher Education Precinct and Central Manchester Hospitals to the south, and Salford University, Salford Quays, Trafford Wharfside and Pomona Docks to the west 

The Inner Areas surrounding the Regional Centre comprise the North Manchester, East Manchester, and Central Manchester regeneration areas, Trafford Park and North Trafford, and Central Salford.

The Regional Centre is fundamental to the success of the city region, and will continue to be the primary economic driver for the North, and therefore it is important that its economy is encouraged to grow. It is important that the function of the Regional Centre as the North's primary economic driver and cultural/tourism centre is supported. The continued development of knowledge-based uses within the Regional Centre needs to be supported in particular.  Residential development can add to the success, vibrancy and attractiveness of the Regional Centre, allowing people to live closer to the myriad of employment and leisure opportunities, and therefore will normally be appropriate provided that it does not begin to compromise those key commercial, retail, leisure, cultural and tourism roles of the Regional Centre, and does not dominate any particular part of it.

It will be essential to ensure good transport connectivity, in order to ensure that the benefits of major growth within the Regional Centre are shared by all parts of the city region, and that businesses within the Regional Centre have ready access to a large, diverse, and high quality labour market.
The Inner Areas broadly comprise the deprived residential areas adjacent to, yet poorly connected with the Regional Centre.  Given the importance of securing the regeneration of these predominantly residential areas to the overall success of the city region, and the high priority already afforded to them through initiatives such as the Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder project and the creation of two Urban Regeneration Companies, (Central Salford and New East Manchester) it is considered that the Inner Areas are the appropriate location for significant new housing development. It will be important to ensure that sustainable, mixed communities are developed that are attractive to a broad range of existing and potential residents.  

There is enormous potential and opportunity in the Inner Areas which needs to be unlocked. Without this, these areas will themselves constrain the potential of the Regional Centre, limiting its ability to capture investment and generate further growth. A co-ordinated approach to development within both the Regional Centre and surrounding Inner Areas that helps to reconnect them, will bring greater benefits to the city region as a whole, in terms of the overall uplift in the economic growth trajectory as well as reducing disparities in the area where they are most concentrated and most damaging; this is a clear alternative to further decentralisation and an exacerbation of unsustainable commuting patterns.

