Suggested NWRA Word Changes to Energy Policies – 15th February 2007

In light of recent Government policy announcements and discussions with GONW the North west regional Assembly put forward the following officer suggestions for changes to wording of  Draft RSS.

	Policy EM16 – Conservation & Efficiency (2nd para)

Plans and strategies must actively facilitate reductions on energy requirements and improvements in energy efficiency by incorporating robust policies which promote:

· minimum energy efficiency standards for new homes equivalent to Level 3 of the Code for Sustainable Homes by 2010, Level 4 by 2013 and Level 6 ‘zero carbon’ by 2016 up until [April 2008] after which it will be a mandatory requirement to met the Code ratings.
· minimum energy efficiency standards for all other buildings to “Very Good” of the Building Research Establishment’s Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM).
· implementation of energy conservation measures and efficiency of design, layout, location and use of materials and natural resources in new buildings and refurbishment schemes.



	Policy EM17 - Renewable Energy (third para)

Plans and strategies should seek to promote and encourage, rather than restrict, the use of renewable energy resources. Local Planning Authorities will take into account the wider environmental, community and economic benefits of proposals for renewable energy schemes to:

· Contribute towards achieving the capacities set out in Table 11.6 and 11.7 a-c, and
· Mitigate against the causes of climate change and minimise the need to consume finite natural resources.

Proposals and schemes for renewable energy, should fully take into account: 

· Anticipated effects on the local amenity resulting from development…..etc



	Policy EM17 - Renewable Energy (last para)

Plans and strategies should encourage the use of smaller scale community and on site renewable energy projects. In order to achieve the targets set out in Table 11.6 and 11.7a-c, all proposals and schemes for new non residential developments above a threshold of 1,000m2 and all residential developments comprising 10 or more units, should incorporate renewable energy production to provide at least 10% by 2010 (rising to at least 15% by 2015 and at least 20% by 2020) of the developments predicted energy requirements. Individual Planning Authorities are encouraged use lower thresholds for the development size where they consider it justified and practical to implement.


	Paragraph 11.45

The energy efficiency targets on the Energy White Paper are expressed in terms of savings in greenhouse gas emissions, and it may be appropriate for regional targets to be developed on the same basis in the future. However, at present, the evidence base does not exist to inform the setting of regional targets for energy efficiency or greenhouse gas emissions. The Climate Change Action Plan for England’s Northwest1, the mechanism through which the North West Sustainable Energy Strategy will be implemented, will set targets for greenhouse gas emissions for 2010. Therefore, work to develop targets for reduced energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions will be considered in a future review of the RSS.

1 Rising to the Challenge, A Climate Change Action Plan for England’s Northwest 2007-09, Northwest Climate Change Partnership, November 2006
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