PROPOSED ALTERATION – CRITERIA BASED

Policy W8 – Regional Casinos

Locations for regional casino development will be expected to be in conformity with the following criteria;

· promote sustainable development principles and contribute to the achievement of the other policies in RSS;

· an area with a recognised need for regeneration;

· contribute to the Northwest in terms of its provision for tourism and leisure;

· are easily accessible by a range of public transport modes;
· have the capacity, or be capable of developing the capacity, to cope with the demand for additional facilities associated with the development of a regional casino.

The Gambling Act 2005 places a limit on the number of regional casinos that can be licensed initially to one pilot phase. This pilot phase will involve the testing of potential social impact that a regional casino may have. There is the potential for legislative change during the lifetime of the RSS and this policy reflects this by setting the criteria any location for regional casino development would be expected to meet. The policy seeks to facilitate regional casino development in the north west in those locations most suitable and that will deliver greatest benefit to the region whilst recognising that there are separate legislative arrangements for the provision of this type of development.

A regional casino development, as the name suggests, will have a substantial impact on visitor numbers each year. Research that investigated the potential demand for this type of facility in the northwest has been undertaken. It concluded that the region had demand for a number of regional casinos and in terms of feasibility, benefits to deprived groups; and, economic and tourism impacts, 6 regional casinos in 3 broad locations provided the greatest benefit to the region. 

Suitable locations for the scale of development envisaged are limited by the concentration of an available resident population; the potential for expanding significant existing tourism activity and positive impact through employment and training opportunities to areas identified as having particular regeneration need. Examples of broad locations that fit these requirements are Liverpool, Manchester and Blackpool. 

Any proposals allowed by revised legislation after the pilot phase should be developed taking into account the results of that trial, particularly in terms of both the positive and negative impacts of the scheme.

