Respondent No. 536

Merseyside Policy Unit

Matter 6A: ENVIRONMENT AND LANDSCAPE



Response to Panel Questions 6, 8, 9, 10 and 11 relating to Green infrastructure and policy EM13.

The revised text for policy EM3, drafted by Natural England and which was submitted to the EIP is broadly supported by Merseyside.  It represents a significant improvement on draft RSS policy EM3.

As discussed at EIP, policies EM1 and EM3 are seeking to achieve different objectives and there are no benefits to be gained from combining the two.  Indeed, given the lengthy and complex nature of EM1, combination with EM3 would have the effect of confusing policy objectives and diluting the desired effect of EM1.

With respect to the draft EM3 Merseyside has the following comments:

· First sentence, delete the words “aim to” as these weaken the policy.

· Second paragraph last bullet point after “identify opportunities for delivery” add the following text “and put in place implementation plans.”

· EM3 quite rightly focuses on the strategic framework approach in creating a new framework.

· We are supportive of the specific reference to the City Regions within the policy as green infrastructure spatial planning at the sub-regional level is important to inform local green infrastructure planning and opportunities.

· The overall objectives and outcome of green infrastructure planning is rather lost within the proposed supporting text to policy EM3.  We suggest that the paragraph starting “The overall outcome of green infrastructure planning …. and ending in the bullet point …. And economic needs” be moved to the beginning of the supporting text. 

· The intervention plan (step 5) requires further explanation in terms of the plan, implementation, monitor, report and adaptive management approach to be effective at all spatial levels.

Specifically Merseyside notes that the NW Green Infrastructure Guide is in draft form.  For it to carry significant weight and to benefit from widespread support and implementation we recommend that the guide undergoes a period of consultation.  The Guide should then be amended and approved prior to it being incorporated as a key reference document within RSS.
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