NWRA-Suggested amendments to Natural England’s suqgg ested Policy EM3 — Green
Infrastructure

The Assembly’s suggested detailed amendments to the policy submitted by Natural England
are given in Appendix 1 below. Deletions are shown in ‘strikethrough’ text and additions in
bold and underlined text. An explanation of our suggested amendments is given below.

Firstly, it is considered that ‘wider spatial outcomes’ gives a more appropriate description
than ‘more sustainable outcomes’ (first sentence)

The addition of ‘secure’ in relation to opportunities to delivery strengthens this policy
framework (fourth bullet point in second section).

Changes in the ‘priorities’ section relate to securing green infrastructure considerations in
new development and giving a stronger climate change proofing to the policy.

We suggest deleting the examples of area-based regeneration initiatives and major
proposals and schemes. Identifying particular ones could have the effect of focusing effort
and resources on those areas and schemes, and ignoring green infrastructure in other areas
(second bullet from the end in the original ‘Priorities’ section).

We suggest deleting some elements of the original ‘Priorities’ section of the policy (including
referring to actual priorities), and shifting the remaining bulleted points into the paragraph
above. The deletion of general reference to ‘priorities’ is for the same reasons as above.
The deletion of the original first bullet is for the reason that there is not currently a robust
evidence base in place that supports priority of green infrastructure planning in the city
regions. The Green Infrastructure Scoping Study for the East Midlands® does comment that
there is a general trend that greenspaces in rural areas tend to have fewer multi-functional
properties than those in urban contexts. However, for example, it can be said that it has an
important role to play in the renaissance of rural communities and other planning activities.

It is thought that the requirement for local authorities to use existing delivery mechanisms
first is a policy direction; therefore it is moved from the supporting text to the policy.

We suggest deleting elements of the supporting text that go into some depth to describe
Green Infrastructure (see below), however we feel it is important to retain the aims and
principles to help explain the concept and provide the regional strategic framework in which
to plan for green infrastructure. The draft NW Green Infrastructure guide can perform the
role of providing a detailed description and explanation of green infrastructure as well as
further guidance on green infrastructure planning (this is referenced in the supporting text).
We also suggest deletion of the principle of funding green infrastructure up-front as a
‘primary public investment’ as it is not entirely clear where this places green infrastructure
planning in the hierarchy of public investment priorities. Also, we do not feel that it is the role
of the RSS to prescribe this.

We feel that the essence of CPRE’s submission is captured within the suggested changes.

! Green Infrastructure Scoping Study for the East Midlands, TEP et al, 2005, paragraph 5.105



Appendix — NWRA suggested detailed amendments to Na  tural England’s suggested
Policy EM3 and supporting text

EM3 — Green Infrastructure

Plans, strategies, proposals and schemes should aim to deliver meore-sustainable wider
spatial outcomes that incorporate environmental and socio-economic benefits by:

* conserving and managing existing green infrastructure;
» creating new green infrastructure;
» enhancing its functionality, quality and connectivity.

In-orderto-delivermore-sustainable-outcomes; Local authorities and-stakeholders should
work with partners to:

» identify partnerships at an appropriate scale to take forward green infrastructure
planning, in the context of relevant environmental and socio-economic objectives;

* use existing strategies and frameworks to develop consensus on green infrastructure
priorities and associated data needs;

» set out the significant green infrastructure needs across the spectrum of economic,
environmental and social objectives;

» identify and secure opportunities for delivery.

iorit should | .

. ) " 1 I I I hire:
«theintegration-of-Integrate proposals to improve green infrastructure in the delivery
of new developments, particularly through of area-based regeneration initiatives

and major proposals and schemes—{e-g—urbantregeneration-initiatives-housing
marketrenewal-and-RegionalParks);

* maximisinge the role of green infrastructure in addressing+regional mitigating and
adapting to _ climate change.

Local delivery of green infrastructure plans should seek first to make use of existing
delivery mechanisms supplemented by bespoke deliver v mechanisms where

necessary.

NWRA - suggested supporting text to Policy EM3

Green Infrastructure is defined as:

Fheregion's-life-support-system— The network of natural environmental components

and green and blue spaces that lies within and between the North West's cities,
towns and villages and provides multiple social, economic and environmental
benefits.

The chief aims and principles that underpin the Green Infrastructure approach are:

Aims:

» identify the significant needs and opportunities (of a social, economic or
environmental nature) in an area of search;



» assess if the green infrastructure components (individually and collectively) meet
these needs, now and into the future;

» conserve those components which are essential parts of the green infrastructure.

» create brand new components where they can best meet local needs or fill gaps in
the existing green infrastructure network;

» uphift enhance poorly-functioning green infrastructure to meet local needs or fill gaps;

Principles:

» identify and protect green infrastructure before development;

* engage diverse people and organisations from a range of sectors;

» linkage is key, connecting green infrastructure components with each other and with
people;

» design green infrastructure systems that function at different scales and across
boundaries;

» green infrastructure activity must be grounded in good science and planning practice;

* emphasise green infrastructure benefits are afforded to all; to nature and to people;

» green infrastructure should be the framework for conservation.

The overall outcome of green infrastructure planning is the delivery of sustainable and multi-
functional urban and rural landscapes. Green Infrastructure planning provides a means of
spatially brigading guidance and strategy for the environment (ecology, landscape, heritage,
access, and environmental management) and relating environment to broader social and

economic strategy and forces for change. Fhe-Greentnfrastructure-approach:




The NW Green Infrastructure Guide provides further information on Green Infrastructure

planning in the North West, including definition, g uidance and good practice
information. guidance-and-good-practice-informati elati

; mmine it . holo.

This policy should be read in conjunction with EM1, 2, 4 and 5, W4, L3, RT2; DP1.



