RESP 498/Matter 6A

DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC, 2006/07

SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT BY THE NORTHWEST REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Question 6A(ii): Amendments to Draft Policy EM3 ‘Green Infrastructure’ proposed by Natural England and CPRE
Policy
The Agency wishes to express qualified support for the proposed amendments to Policy EM3. We particularly welcome the final paragraph which helpfully sets out priorities for green infrastructure, notably around the three city-regions. This addresses one of the points made in our written representation concerning the need for a greater focus on key regional economic priorities.

However, the policy’s middle paragraph is essentially about delivery, rather than policy and we suggest that it might be more appropriate to incorporate this within the supporting text.

Supporting Text

We consider the description of green infrastructure as ‘The region’s life support system’ to be somewhat emotive. We suggest this part of the definition is deleted, but are content for the remainder to be included within the RSS glossary.
At the EIP it was suggested that because green infrastructure is a relatively new concept, the supporting text needs to go into greater detail in comparison to other RSS policies. However, the supporting text as proposed is, in our view, unnecessarily detailed and unduly long. We suggest that it should focus on explaining the policy’s purpose and objectives. 
To this end we suggest that the section headed ‘Principles’ is deleted. We are especially concerned by the 6th principle (stating that green infrastructure should be funded ‘up-front’ as a primary public investment) as there seems to be no reasonable basis for it. Should the Panel be minded to retain a list of principles, we would not wish to see this one included.

We suggest that details of the delivery process, i.e. the five stage approach, are also removed. A cross-reference to the NW Green Infrastructure Guide should suffice, although as this has yet to be finalised it should be referred to as the emerging Draft NW Green Infrastructure Guide.
We see no need for the supporting text to cross-refer to other RSS policies; this would be inconsistent with the approach taken in the rest of the document.    
