Further Statement Matter 6A (EM3) – Natural England

Note to the Panel on the submission by Natural England on policy EM3

The Panel noted in their detailed questions on Matter 6A that there had
been few specific suggestions as to wording changes to policy EM3 and
invited views on what changes the Panel might recommend to make the policy
more robust.

In response Natural England coordinated views on possible changes to EM3
with a view to providing consistent advice to the Panel on this matter but
it became evident that there were still widely differing views on the
issue.

However, in discussion it became clear that EM3 needed to:

  be clear that green infrastructure is about an integrated approach to
  delivering environmental, economic and social objectives;
  broaden its focus beyond greenspace and access to greenspace to
  encompass the wide range of functions that green infrastructure can
  serve;
  say a little more clearly what the region is aiming to achieve by
  adopting a green infrastructure approach and how the approach should be
  taken forward;
  say a little more on regional priorities.

The revised draft of policy EM3, and suggested supporting text, submitted
by Natural England (EiP/NE/1/EM3) emerged from discussions between Natural
England, the Environment Agency, The Mersey Forest and the Regional
Assembly aimed at finding a wording which the majority of EIP participants
would be able to sign up to. The intention was to obviate the need for
lengthy debate on the detailed wording at the EIP.

The revised policy aims to set out in clear and simple terms what plans,
strategies, proposals and schemes need to do, how this will be taken
forward by local authorities and stakeholders, and to identify North West
priorities.

Further discussions with EIP participants suggested that there was a
developing consensus around the revised wording for EM3 but that further
thought needed to be given to the supporting text. This could not achieved
in time for the relevant session at the EIP.

The suggested revisions to the supporting text draw on the latest version
of the draft North West Green Infrastructure Guide but this is offered as a
starting point to be refined in the light of the views of other
participants.
