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Examination in Public of Matter 6A:

Green Infrastructure

1. At the Examination in Public session on 11th January 2007 the Panel invited comments upon the changes proposed by Natural England and CPRE.

2. The National Trust supports both of the proposed revisions but considers that the Policy can be improved in accordance with the oral submissions made on its behalf at the EiP.  Specifically:

· Consideration needs to be given to how Green Infrastructure will be managed and maintained into the future;
· Green Infrastructure is multi-functional and, as demonstrated at Stamford Brook, can also be part of the response to climate change in terms of the provision of sustainable drainage systems and reducing flood risk.

3. Suggested changes to Policy EM3 are highlighted in the amended version on the following page.

Suggested text for RSS Policy EM3 and supporting text with changes as recommended by the National Trust.
1.1
Suggested text for RSS Policy EM3.

Plans, strategies, proposals and schemes should aim to deliver more sustainable outcomes that incorporate environmental and socio-economic benefits by:

· conserving and managing existing green infrastructure;

· creating new green infrastructure;

· enhancing its functionality, quality and connectivity.;
· providing for the future maintenance and management of existing and new green infrastructure.
In order to deliver more sustainable outcomes, local authorities and stakeholders should:

· identify partnerships at an appropriate scale to take forward green infrastructure planning, in the context of relevant environmental and socio-economic objectives;

· use existing strategies and frameworks to develop consensus on green infrastructure priorities and associated data needs;

· set out the significant green infrastructure needs across the spectrum of economic, environmental and social objectives;

· identify opportunities for delivery.

Priority should be given to:

· the development and implementation of strategic green infrastructure plans in the City Regions of Liverpool, Manchester and Central Lancashire;

· the integration of proposals to improve green infrastructure in the delivery of area-based regeneration initiatives and major proposals and schemes, eg urban regeneration initiatives, housing market renewal and Regional Parks;

· maximising the role of green infrastructure in addressing regional climate change, including opportunities for sustainable flood management and drainage systems.
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