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SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS BY NATURAL ENGLAND AND CPRE TO POLICY EM3 AND SUPPORTING TEXT
The County Council continues to support Policy EM3.

NATURAL ENGLAND 

The treatment of Green Infrastructure by Natural England shows some improvement to that in Submitted Draft RSS. The suggested Policy itself is rather prescriptive of methodology and process.  This would be better in the supporting text and / or in the Implementation Framework.    

SUGGESTED TEXT FOR RSS POLICY EM3

The first line of the Policy would be better without the inclusion of the word ‘more’ preceding ‘sustainable outcomes’.

The policy needs a clear reference RT7.  The County Council’s comments relating to EM3 in response to the public consultation on the Submitted Draft RSS suggest that the policy should be included in the RTS.  

SUGGESTED SUPPORTING TEXT.

Definition: 

‘Green’ and ‘blue spaces’ need to be defined.

The County Council is concerned that Policy EM3 should deliver added value. The supporting text needs to explain what difference Green Infrastructure will make to current land management initiatives. The definition of Green Infrastructure should be amended to read:
‘The network of …between the North West’s cities, towns and villages, which provide multiple social, economic and environmental benefits’.
Principles:
Third Bullet:  Linkage is identified as a principle and is recognised as being key.  Any improvements in green infrastructure need to be considered alongside accessibility.  Many green infrastructure improvements are likely to be within or adjacent to urban areas but many, where they are in rural locations or of a significant scale (e.g. Regional Parks) are likely to generate significant car journeys.  It would be self-defeating, in terms of sustainable development principles, if improved green infrastructure led to increased car use.  Accessibility should therefore be an aim rather than a principle.

Eighth Bullet:  It is inappropriate to state that ‘green infrastructure should be the framework for conservation’.  Frameworks for conservation should be related to the conservation needs of the subject and not the Green Infrastructure.  Also where there is conflict due to fragility of the asset then conservation should take priority, not the Green Infrastructure.  The eighth bullet should be amended to read:

'Green infrastructure should provide a focus, in terms of added value, for integrating conservation frameworks'

There is very little on regional parks.  They will be major mechanism to implement green infrastructure strategies.  There needs to be linkage to Policy EM4.
CPRE 
The reference to planning obligations in the CPRE paragraph is welcomed.  Funding for the provision and maintenance of Green Infrastructure is an ongoing issue while planning obligations are becoming increasingly important and promoted by Central Government.

