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NW RSS EIP - Matter 6A: Environment and Landscape
Further statement on green infrastructure


Submitted Draft RSS policy EM3, Green Infrastructure
Response of Government Office for the North West to the submissions tabled by CPRE and others.

GONW was content with Policy EM3 as drafted.  We fully support the concept of green infrastructure and recognise its potential to improve the region’s environmental capital, enhance its value as a resource to improve the quality of life of the region’s people, and optimise its contribution to regional competitiveness.

However, work remains to be done on developing the concept and finishing guidance on how to integrate it into plan-making.  It is, therefore, appropriate for the policy to be permissive rather than prescriptive.
The broad thrust of the policy suggested by Natural England et al is in keeping with that sentiment.  We would question, however, whether the third section (‘priority should be given …’) is appropriate at this stage.  There may be justification for giving a stronger lead to Local Development Frameworks, but the elements referred to here are too vague in the absence of a more fully thought out approach at the regional level.

The supporting text in this statement is too long and too detailed.  We agree with the opinions expressed at the Examination to the effect that this kind of guidance is premature until the Green Infrastructure Guide is finalised and a clearer direction established.

The explanation given in the final paragraph of the CPRE submission strikes us as providing a more appropriate basis for inclusion in RSS as support to the policy.
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