Environment Agency (585) response to additional GI material

The Environment Agency supports the revised policy and suggested supporting text circulated to the Panel under reference EIP/NE/1.  We hope the Panel include these in their recommended changes to draft RSS.  

The following comments explain the thinking behind the proposed changes to policy and supporting text.

Suggested changes to EM3

The suggested changes to policy EM3 around the protection, enhancement, creation and linking of green infrastructure (GI) reflects its role in delivering integrated and sustainable outcomes. 

Reference to plans, strategies, proposals and schemes recognises the levels of activity which GI applies to.  This terminology is consistent with the rest of RSS.

The policy also takes a partnership and needs based approach to GI delivery, based existing information, data and priorities.

However, GI is still a developing concept in the north west.  At present there will be more opportunities to realise the benefits of green infrastructure within the city regions, regional parks and in the other major regeneration areas.  The final section of the policy suggests that priority be place on progressing GI in these areas.  This reflects the fact that they are likely to represent the best opportunity to develop the concept of GI planning because of the delivery opportunities that exist within them.  

Finally, the additional priority reflects the functions GI can provide in terms of adapting to climate change (for example through the provision of summer cooling and the management of surface water).  This is in line with the RES and the NW Climate Change Action Plan.  

Suggested Supporting Text

A North West GI guide will provide the necessary understanding of both the concept, planning and delivery of GI. However, until the guide is finalised, the supporting text needs to give the reader a clearer understanding GI.  It must also elaborate on the policy in terms of process and delivery.   

The proposed supporting text aims to do this by explaining the concept of GI, including the provision of a north west definition.  It provides greater clarity on how it fits with the range of other environmental, social and economic priorities in the north west.  

It also provides a brief explanation of how you might undertake GI planning either within or complementary to existing activities, data and information sources. 

Suggested CPRE supporting text (EIP/CPRE/8)
Concepts such as cross-disciplinary working, delivery of wider benefits from GI, policies to protect, enhance and improve GI and opportunities for delivery are vital to successful GI planning.  However, these are addressed within EIP/NE/1.  Where necessary, EIP/NE/1 suggests certain of these concepts 

be enshrined within policy.  

What is not identified is the specific references CPRE have made to the sorts of bodies which would need to work with the planning system.  Also, the identification of planning system delivery mechanisms such as S106 obligations and Area Action plans is useful.    

The Environment Agency suggests that these elements are specifically inserted into the penultimate paragraph of EIP/NE/1.  

