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Context
The Panel has invited participants in Matter 1E to comment on the proposed amendments to Policy DP1 Tackle Climate Change, in the light of the draft Planning Policy Statement Planning and Climate Change.  
The new draft PPS was published for consultation on 13th December 2006, for comment by 8th March 2007.  When adopted, the PPS will supplement Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering Sustainable Development.  It is intended that the new PPS will set out how the planning system will help shape a built environment that emits fewer carbon emissions, and is more resilient to those effects of climate change that are unavoidable.  
The draft PPS encourages regional planning bodies to produce trajectories (or other yardsticks for identifying trends) for the expected carbon performance of new residential and commercial development.  These trajectories would be set out in RSS, and use a measurement based on anticipated carbon emission rates as an average over time.  

The draft PPS also requires regional planning bodies to demonstrate that there are adequate mechanisms in place to assemble and monitor climate change data, to keep RSS under review.    
GONW Views
GONW broadly welcomes the proposed revisions to DP1, though with some suggested amendments in the light of the new draft PPS.  
In particular, we welcome the commission by NWRA of work to establish a regional evidence base, to enable the development of carbon reduction targets.  Though the final form of the draft PPS may change as a result of the national consultation, it is expected that the adopted policy will require regional planning bodies to produce carbon emission trajectories, or other yardsticks for measuring carbon performance over time.  This should therefore be reflected in DP1. 
GONW also considers that DP1 should focus on CO2 emissions, rather than greenhouse gases in general.  Carbon dioxide is the main greenhouse gas emitted in the UK, and in particular in emissions from residential and commercial developments.  
Suggestions to address GONW concerns

To address these points, GONW suggests the following amendments indicated in bold and italics to the opening paragraph of DP1 (the collaborative revisions to the original DP1 are as in bold and underlined):
“As an urgent regional priority, plans and strategies should:
· Develop and implement policies to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide from all sources, including energy generation and supply, buildings and transport by 20% below 1990 levels by 2010 and helping deliver a year on year reduction that takes us towards the national target of a 60% reduction by 2050; in particular, for new residential and commercial developments,  by developing trajectories or other yardsticks for identifying trends in carbon performance.
· Identify, assess and apply measures to ensure effective adaptation to the likely environmental, social and economic impacts of climate-related changes.”

GONW has no other amendments to suggest to the remaining part of the revised DP1.  
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