Matter 1E Further Statement - FOE
Friends of the Earth North West wishes to confirm its support for the inter-party statement submitted by Andy Yuille of CPRE in response to the Panel’s request.

In particular, we:

-          welcome the idea that RSS needs to manage the carbon performance of an area – there is a need to make this requirement explicit in all sectors/areas (e.g. housing transport etc) as well as in DP1; 

-          consider that there must be methods of setting CO2 baselines in sustainability appraisal work;

-          welcome the idea that RSS needs to have carbon reduction trajectories – this needs to be expanded to cover transport and other issues as well as housing in order to be consistent and deliver fairly from all sectors;

-          welcome the strongest possible emphasis in RSS on delivering a renewable energy sector, particularly in setting out how decentralised energy structures would work in the region.

Relevant excerpts from PPS on climate change:

MANAGING PERFORMANCE ON CARBON EMISSIONS

1.7 Sustainability appraisal will be important, both regionally and locally, in shaping appropriate spatial strategies4. A key concern will be identifying and evaluating possible tensions or inconsistencies between current, or likely future, baseline assessments and securing spatial strategies in line with the Key Planning Objectives in Planning and Climate Change. The Government’s intention is to move towards a common methodology for regions in monitoring and reporting on the expected carbon impacts of regional spatial strategies (RSS) as soon as possible. The aim is for trajectories in different regions to be directly comparable. However, this common methodology, and robust data behind it, will need to be developed. In the meantime this PPS encourages regional planning bodies (RPBs), as part of their approach to managing performance on carbon emissions, to produce regional trajectories for the expected carbon performance of new residential and commercial development.

1.8 These trajectories would be set out in RSS, and use a measurement based on ‘average units/amounts of floorspace’. The proposed approach is intended to help in testing the level of ambition in RSS, without threatening desirable new development, and in demonstrating the extent to which new development, over time, is expected to become more carbonfriendly. The practice guidance being developed to support Planning and Climate Change will include advice on generating, developing and monitoring the trajectories. 

1.11 Planning and Climate Change sets out a clear and challenging role for regional and local spatial strategies. They are expected to help shape the framework for energy supply in their area. At the local level, development plan documents (DPDs) will set policies on the provision of low carbon and renewable sources of energy to provide the platform necessary for securing and complementing the increasingly high levels of energy efficiency required by Building Regulations. This provison should be “significant”, so as to reflect the full potential of local opportunities but without undermining the new development needed in communities. In the interim period before plans are adopted it is proposed planning authorities should require a standard of 10 per cent.

