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Suggested policy wording by the Central Lancashire City authorities of Preston, South Ribble and Chorley
This suggested policy wording is submitted to the Panel in support of the Central Lancashire City authorities’ view that Preston should be reflected within RSS policy as a third Regional Centre.  In order to reflect this recognition, commensurate changes will need to be made to the Spatial Framework and sub regional policy element of draft RSS.

To reflect the suggested changes to the Spatial Framework, an additional policy is put forward for inclusion in the suite of Central Lancashire City Region sub-regional policies that clearly defines the role of the Regional Centre and surrounding Central Lancashire City TTW area, including South Ribble and Chorley.

If the Panel is not minded to accept the additional policy, amendments are suggested to existing draft RSS policy CLCR2, which the authorities believe better reflects the role of the Regional Centre and surrounding Central Lancashire City area within the City Region. 

Regional Spatial Framework

Policy RDF1 - Main Development Locations
Plans and strategies will support the concentration of most new development in the region within the urban areas of the Regional Centres, Regional Towns and Cities identified in Table 7.1, in particular to:

· Maximise the growth opportunities presented by the three city regions of Manchester, Liverpool and Central Lancashire – and within them the three Regional Centres of Manchester/Salford, Liverpool and Preston – to reflect their role as the key economic drivers in the Region, their potential for enhanced economic growth, and their capacity to handle large scale new development in a sustainable fashion;
(The rest of Policy RDF1 to remain as presently drafted.)

Supporting text paragraph 7.1 refers to the fact that Policy RDF1 reflects the status of the North West’s City Regions established in Part 1 of the RSS.  Paragraph 2.6 of Part 1 could be rendered consistent by the addition of the word ‘regional’ before ‘city of Preston’.
(The Key Diagram included in Part 2 (Regional Development Framework) should also define the Regional City of Preston by the notation of a capital R.)
Table 7.1 Settlement Hierarchy
To provide consistency with the amendments suggested for Policy RDF1, Column 2 of this table, under the heading ‘Regional Centres’ should denote Preston as the Regional Centre within the Central Lancashire City Region.

Proposed new policy for insertion between sub-regional policies CLCR1 and CLCR2

Regional Centre and surrounding Central Lancashire City area
The Regional Centre will continue to develop as a significant economic driver and main retail centre for the City Region.  The development of knowledge-based industries and the expansion of commercial services will be promoted within Preston City Centre.

Within the Regional Centre the focus will be on:

· Enhancing the city centre's role as a regional gateway/interchange and public transport hub.

· Developing the commercial and retail core of Preston city centre.

· Promoting further integration of the University of Central Lancashire with the rest of the City Region and beyond.
Within the surrounding Central Lancashire City area, comprising the travel-to-work area of Preston, South Ribble and Chorley, the focus will be on:

· Accommodating a commensurate increase in employment and housing provision, including higher quality housing and a broader mix of market housing with a range of housing types and tenures, including affordable. 

· Promoting the Ribble Estuary Regional Park, as a significant destination for environmental and wildlife conservation-based recreation.
Supporting text

Preston’s city centre and the surrounding Central Lancashire City area is fundamental to the economic growth of the Central Lancashire City Region.  It is the major centre for the city region and forms the strategic hub in terms of its transport infrastructure, educational establishments; its retail, cultural, business and financial and commercial services.  The central part of the Central Lancashire City Region is an area of significant opportunity for both employment prospects and housing development and provides the potential for a step change in the prospects of the wider Central Lancashire City Region.
If the above suggested policy is included within policy for the sub-region, the policy wording of draft RSS policy CLCR2 will need to be amended, along the suggested lines:

Policy CLCR2 – Focus for Growth in the wider Central Lancashire City Region

Development in the Central Lancashire City Region, outside the Regional Centre and surrounding Central Lancashire City area, will be located primarily in the three regional towns of Blackburn, Blackpool and Burnley, and should be pursued in a manner that enhances urban quality, and contributes to the enhancement of the natural setting within and around the growth centres.
Supporting text

14.8 The Regional Centre of Preston and the regional towns of Blackburn, Blackpool and Burnley all have strong functional links with smaller towns…..      (The rest of the paragraph to remain unchanged.)

Proposed changes to draft RSS Policy CLCR2, if the proposed additional policy is not included

Policy CLCR2 – Focus for Growth in Central Lancashire City Region

Development in the Central Lancashire City Region will be located primarily in the Regional Centre of Preston and the three regional towns of Blackburn, Blackpool and Burnley, and should be pursued in a manner that enhances urban quality, and contributes to the enhancement of the natural setting within and around the growth centres.

Supporting text

14.8 The Regional Centre is the focus for higher education, administrative and legal functions, national transport connections and higher order retailing.  (The rest of the paragraph to remain unchanged.)
Glossary of terms

Regional Centre – Preston City Centre
Central Lancashire City area – the wider TTW area including the three local authority areas of Preston, South Ribble and Chorley

Central Lancashire City Region – the wider Central Lancashire City Region, including the four growth centres of Preston, Blackburn, Blackpool and Burnley and all Lancashire district areas, excluding West Lancashire and Lancaster

PAGE  
2

