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Advice Note To Address Inconsistency Between Installed Capacity of Renewable Energy Schemes Figures in RSS (323 MW - table 8.3 of the TA) and the NW Sustainable Energy Strategy (228 MW - page 31)

The figure given for the region's renewable electricity installed capacity of 228MW in the North West Sustainable Energy Strategy is taken from a report published in November 2004 entitled "Advancing Sustainable Energy in the North West - Mapping the Way Forward to 2020". This figure is based on data available at the time of publication of that report (i.e. up to and including 2004).

The figure given for the region's renewable electricity installed capacity of 323MW in the draft RSS TA is taken from a report published in January 2006 entitled "Renewable Energy Targets for the North West, A report to the North West Regional Assembly". This figure is based on data derived from the RESTATS database which Future Energy Solutions maintains on behalf of the DTI at the time of publication (i.e. up to and including 2005).

It is in error that the NW Sustainable Energy Strategy refers to the older figure from 2004 instead of the more up-to-date 2005 figure as appears in the draft RSS TA. However, this reference in the NW Sustainable Energy Strategy to older data does not impact upon any of the draft RSS energy policies (targets and indicative tables).

The figure in the draft RSS TA was based on more up-to-date information than that presented in the NW Sustainable Energy Strategy reference. The reason the figure has increased from 2004 to 2005 is because amongst other things the Government has placed obligations on licensed electricity suppliers to source a specific and annually increasing percentage of the electricity from renewable sources.

