Draft Regional Spatial Strategy for the North West of England

Examination in Public

Matter 6B: Minerals and Waste

Statement by the Growing Media Association

Introduction:

This statement is submitted by the Growing Media Association. The statement relates to Matter 6B: Minerals and Waste, with specific reference to question (iv) 

Is the inclusion of peat as a mineral reserve to be extracted appropriate?

Background
The Growing Media Association (GMA) is the trade body for the UK and Irish growing media industry with members located across the countries, including in the North West of England.

The scope of the Association encompasses the development, production, marketing and sale of growing media and soil improvers in the UK and Ireland, both finished product and substrate ingredients.

The objectives of the Association are: 

· To promote and be a source of sound advice and information about the use of growing media.

· To foster and encourage the development of effective, safe and environmentally sound growing media in the UK and Ireland.

· To establish and maintain safety and quality standards for growing media in the UK and Ireland.

· To represent the interests of the growing media industry to Government, Government bodies, consumers and other organisations.

The Question
Is the inclusion of peat as a mineral reserve to be extracted appropriate?

The GMA believes that the inclusion of peat as a mineral reserve to be extracted in the regional spatial strategy is entirely appropriate. We outline our reasons for this statement below, recognising that there is some public debate surrounding peat extraction. As an association our members take their responsibilities extremely seriously. To ensure that the peat used in UK growing media products causes the minimum environmental impact, the GMA encourages the application of the following principles:
· Peat is extracted only from sites complying with the principles and framework for decision making set out in the 'Wise Use of Mires and Peatlands' (Published by the International Mire Conservation Group and International Peat Society, Finland, 2002 - ISBN 951- 97744-8-3).

· Peat is extracted only from sites that are subject to up-to-date planning permissions (reviewed under the Renewal of Old Minerals Permissions (ROMPS) process in the UK).

· Peat is extracted only from sites with an agreed environmentally sound and socially responsible after-use plan.

· Peat is extracted only from sites operated in such a way as to protect un- worked adjacent peat areas and maintain water tables to enable them to act as refugia for peatland flora and fauna.

· Sites are operated in such a way as to leave a layer of peat of at least 50cm on worked areas to facilitate the re-establishment of bog flora and fauna.

The GMA believes that current Government policy detailed by DEFRA in 1997 - “ it is UK Government policy to maintain and encourage a competitive UK horticultural industry. UK Government wishes to see the indigenous mineral (peat) resources developed within its broad objectives of promoting economic growth, assisting in the creation and maintenance of employment and protecting the environment, it is policy that there will continue to be market demands for peat which should in part continue to be met by peat extraction from sites in the UK. In order to maintain this supply, Government acknowledged that there will be a requirement to bring approx 1000 hectares of new peat extraction areas into production within the next 10-15 years. It being anticipated that such sites will be limited to areas that in the past have been significantly affected by human activity such as agriculture or forestry” (Peat Working Party DEFRA 1997) – is still relevant at this time.
Conclusion
The GMA supports the concept of seeking to reduce reliance on peat on environmental grounds, and is committed to playing an active role in achieving such a reduction. The industry has invested significant sums in supporting this concept. The industry has worked closely with WRAP (the Waste Recycling Action Programme), and others to this end. WRAP recognises the steps taken and further recognises that there are significant technical barriers to overcome, particularly in the professional market, to further reduce peat usage as a growing media. 
The GMA therefore reiterates our view that it is entirely appropriate for the Regional Spatial Strategy to include peat as a mineral reserve to be extracted.
