Policy RT1 – The Regional Public Transport

Framework

The Public Transport Framework set out in Appendix RT1.1

provides the basis for a consistent approach to the

development of a high quality, integrated public transport

network for the region. Similar frameworks should be

developed for sub-regional and local networks.

Plans and strategies should aim to reduce overcrowding in the

key regional public transport corridors identified in Appendix

RT1.1 and to maintain and improve links which support the

delivery of wider economic development and

regeneration objectives.

Networks of effective transport interchanges should be

developed to improve integration within and between modes

and to enhance the accessibility of the regional towns and

cities identified in the Settlement Hierarchy (Table 7.1). In rural

areas, priority should be given to providing access from rural

hinterlands to regional towns and cities and key

service centres.

Plans and strategies for improving public transport services

and infrastructure should be implemented in partnership with

relevant operators and should give priority to improving

personal safety and security. Proposals and schemes to

enhance bus services in the regional corridors identified in

Appendix RT1.1 should include priority measures to improve

journey time reliability. Interchange improvements should be

supported by better information provision, marketing and

integrated ticketing.

Public, community and demand responsive transport networks

should be developed which link employment, education and

training opportunities with areas of need.

Policy RT2 – Management and Maintenance of the

Highway Network

The Functional Road Hierarchy set out in Appendix RT2.1 and

shown on Diagram RT2.1 identifies those routes which

comprise the Regional Highway Network and provides a

framework for the management and maintenance of the

Regional Highway Network. Local authorities should extend

the concept to sub-regional and local highway networks.

The Highways Agency and local highway authorities should

make best use of existing infrastructure through the

development of Route Management Plans for all routes in the

Regional Highway Network. In the Manchester City Region,

network and demand management measures should be used

to improve journey time reliability on the M6, M56, M60 and

M62 motorways.

Plans and strategies for managing and maintaining the

highway network should give a high priority to improving

transport safety and security. In particular, highway authorities

should develop and implement a consistent approach to

speed management, including the adoption of an area-wide

approach and the determination of appropriate speed limits

by function, standard and environmental context. The

harmonisation of speed limits across highway authority

boundaries should be considered to achieve consistency on

routes of similar function and standard.

In the regional centres and regional towns and cities identified

in the Settlement Hierarchy (Table 7.1), local authorities should

develop an integrated approach to managing travel demand

which focuses on the need to reduce the proportion of carborne

commuting and education trips made during peak

periods. Pre-conditions for when the introduction of demand

management measures will become necessary should be

defined in local transport plans. The effective reallocation of

road space in favour of public transport, pedestrians and

cyclists should be considered alongside parking controls and

other fiscal measures.

In rural areas, plans and strategies for managing traffic should

focus on protecting the local environment, including

maintaining the tranquillity of the countryside, and improving

local air quality, with traffic encouraged to use the most

appropriate routes wherever possible. Where safety is not

compromised, highway engineering measures should reflect

the character of the local countryside, including landscape and

conservation.
Proposed Policy RT1 RT3: A Regional Public Transport Framework _ 

The Public Transport Framework set out in Appendix RT1 RT3.1 provides the basis for a consistent approach to the development of a high quality, integrated public transport network for the region defines the regional public transport corridors in the North West. Similar frameworks should be developed by local authorities for sub-regional and local networks and set out in Local Transport Plans. 

Plans and strategies should aim seek to reduce overcrowding where this occurs or is forecast to occur on rail routes in the key regional public transport corridors identified in Appendix RT1RT3.1. and to maintain and improve links which support the delivery of wider economic development and regeneration objectives. At the regional public transport interchanges identified in Appendix RT3.1, consideration should be given to car parking provision to ensure that this does not present a barrier to use of the rail network. A similar approach should be adopted by local authorities and station operators for sub-regional and local interchanges. 

Networks of effective transport interchanges should be developed to improve integration within and between modes and Local authorities should introduce measures to enhance the accessibility of the regional towns and cities identified in the Settlement Hierarchy (Table 7.1). In rural areas, priority should be given to providing access from rural hinterlands to regional towns and cities and key service centres. 

Plans and strategies for improving public transport services and infrastructure should be implemented in partnership with relevant operators and should give priority to improving personal safety and security. Proposals and schemes to enhance bus services in the regional corridors identified in Appendix RT1RT3.1 should include priority measures to improve journey time reliability. Local authorities and operators should ensure that when participating in partnership projects that both public and private sector elements are introduced commensurate with one another. Interchange and service improvements should be supported by better information provision, marketing and integrated ticketing. 

Local authorities should identify in Local Transport Plans where existing public transport provision is insufficient and where public, community and demand responsive transport networks should be developed which link employment, education and training opportunities with areas of need. 

Regional public transport priorities for investment and management are identified in Policy RT8.
Proposed Policy RT2 RT4: Management and Maintenance of the Highway Network 

The Functional Road Hierarchy set out in Appendix RT2 RT4.1 and shown on Diagram RT2 RT4.1 identifies those routes which comprise the Regional Highway Network. and provides a framework for the management and maintenance of the Regional Highway Network. Local authorities should extend the concept to sub-regional and local highway networks. 
The Highways Agency and local highway authorities should make best use of existing infrastructure through the development of Route Management Plans for all routes in the Regional Highway Network. Proposals for major highway improvements should only be included following an examination of all practical alternative solutions to a particular problem. In the Manchester City Region, network and demand management measures should be used to improve journey time reliability on the M6, M56, M60 and M62 motorways. 
Plans and strategies for managing traffic should focus on improving road safety, reducing traffic growth and maintaining a high quality environment through mitigating the impacts of road traffic on air quality, noise and health, with traffic encouraged to use the most appropriate routes wherever possible. In rural areas, particular emphasis should be given to maintaining the tranquillity of the countryside. Where safety is not compromised, highway engineering measures should reflect local character, including landscape and conservation. 

Plans and strategies for managing and maintaining the highway network should give a high priority to improving transport safety and security. In particular, h Highway authorities should develop and implement a consistent approach to speed management, including the adoption of an area-wide approach and the determination of appropriate speed limits by function, standard and environmental context. The harmonisation of speed limits across highway authority boundaries should be considered to achieve consistency on routes of similar function and standard. 
In the regional centres and regional towns and cities identified in the Settlement Hierarchy (Table 7.1), local authorities should develop an integrated approach to managing travel demand which focuses on the need to reduce the proportion of car-borne commuting and education trips made during peak periods. Pre-conditions for when the introduction of demand management measures will become necessary should be defined in local transport plans. The effective reallocation of road space in favour of public transport, pedestrians and cyclists should be considered alongside parking controls and other fiscal measures. 
In rural areas, plans and strategies for managing traffic should focus on protecting the local environment, including maintaining the tranquillity of the countryside, and improving local air quality, with traffic encouraged to use the most appropriate routes wherever possible. Where safety is not compromised, highway engineering measures should reflect the character of the local countryside, including landscape and conservation. 
Local authorities should work with freight, coach and parking operators to develop plans and strategies to identify sites for the provision of driver rest and parking facilities. 
