RESPONDANT NUMBER (715)

Matter 11C: Implementation and Review

CUMBRIA COUNTY COUNCIL (SDL/CUCC/25)


Questions:

(i) Are there sufficient and appropriate links to delivery agencies and funding mechanisms to ensure delivery?

(ii) Are the implementation mechanisms appropriate for addressing any cross-border issues that might arise?

(iii) Is there a need for a focused early review of the RSS? If so what should be the focus and timetable, and what would be the implications for Local Development Documents?

(iv) When will the research mentioned in paragraph 9.11 on the future requirements for gypsies and travellers be completed and how will this be incorporated into the RSS?

Answers:

(i) Cumbria County Council would support the links being made with the various agencies, but has no views in response to this question.

(ii) Cumbria County Council is concerned that there is no cross-border reference to spatial development between Scotland and Cumbria. This is seen to be a flaw as there are strong economic, social and transport links between Cumbria, Southern Scotland and Newcastle upon Tyne. These links do not appear to have been brought out in the Draft Implementation Framework.

(iii) Cumbria County Council considers it is important that the housing needs and demands of the sub-region are properly met. 

In this regard, it will be important to ensure that the housing requirement for each District in Table 9.1 is as up-to-date as possible. Cumbria County Council would therefore support a focused review of the RSS, to include consideration of the housing requirement, after a sufficient minimum period has been allowed for the new RSS figures in Cumbria to take effect, and for their outcomes to be properly monitored y the relevant Districts and the County Council. 

Given that most of the District’s in Cumbria are only just preparing their LDF Core Strategies, and in the case of Carlisle City Council still preparing their final Local Plan (Public Local Plan Inquiry scheduled for May 2007), this minimum period for review should not be less than 3 years in order to assess the impact of the policies.

(iv) 
Cumbria County Council has no views in response to this question.  
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