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NW RSS EIP – Matter 11C: Implementation and Review

(v) Are there sufficient and appropriate links to delivery agencies and funding mechanisms to ensure delivery?

A wide range of delivery partners are identified but
· the Implementation Framework
 is insufficiently clear about who will do what when, with what resources, to deliver the RSS. There are no specific actions identified;

· the level of commitment to RSS of the identified delivery partners to specific policy implementation and targets is unclear, as is the extent of their shared goals and aims. We are unsure whether many of the delivery partners cited are sufficiently aware of the RSS and their role in its implementation. How they will be engaged?
· there seems to be a heavy reliance upon Local Authority partners as lead organisations but little consideration of resource availability in terms of staffing and funds. Local Area Agreements are useful delivery vehicles that could be given more prominence;
· there is a lack of clarity / specificity about the delivery mechanisms when the policy is less reliant on traditional land use mechanisms, and relies on a wider range of lead organisations such as in relation to health and education;

· no timescales or resources are identified, and no priorities expressed between delivery mechanisms. It is not clear how some of the Action Plans listed as delivery mechanisms will actually contribute to the implementation of RSS given their different timescales and priorities;
· sub-regional delivery mechanisms are identified, but there are no specific sub-regional targets and indicators and the thematic indicators and targets may not share the same spatial dis-aggregation;
· there needs to be stronger focus on how the necessary partnership working will be achieved 
·  Given the spatial agenda the NWRA needs to be taking a more proactive role in ensuring that the main objectives and targets of RSS are expressed in the plans,  strategies and actions of an increasingly wide range of delivery organisations   

(vi) Are the implementation mechanisms appropriate for addressing any cross- border issues that may arise?

The N. E Wales/ W. Cheshire Strategy
 has addressed the issue of cross border data collection and monitoring through an officer working groups which then reported to the main Strategy steering group. The officer group worked in partnership to develop a standard methodology for the collection of information about housing supply for both Welsh and English Local Authorities. Similar arrangements could be developed for the implementation of cross border policies or action plans. However there needs to be a Management / steering structure for such arrangements which enables the involvement of both officers and members. As there is already experience in some parts of the region of such arrangements and good practice should be disseminated.

(vii) Is there a need for a focused early review of the RSS? If so, what should be the focus and timetable, and what would be the implications for Local Development Documents?
RSS Part 5 indicates that there will be no necessity for a fundamental review of RSS in the short term and a partial review will only be necessary in the short term. Whilst we would not wish to pre judge the outcome of the EIP, and given that there is no indication of what is considered to be the medium term, we consider that a partial review may be needed to address:
· Provision for gypsies and travellers
· Office development and leisure
· Affordable housing targets

· Waste 

· Climate change and energy 

· Housing markets 
· Possible Green Belt Strategic Review (dependent on Panel’s recommendations on specific sites)
(viii) When will the research mentioned in paragraph 9.11 on the future requirements for gypsies and travellers be completed and how will this be incorporated into the RSS?
The Regional Assembly has commissioned research to review existing literature, policies and data sources on gypsy and traveller accommodation. It will look at the location of existing accommodation and the implications if past trends continue. It will seek the views of gypsies and travellers on their accommodation needs, and also seek the perspectives of site owners/ managers and local authority staff. It will then draw up a methodology for carrying out detailed local or sub-regional survey work. The research should be completed by December 2006. 
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