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11B Monitoring

(i) Are there sufficient processes in place such as Annual Monitoring Reports, to ensure that the impacts of the RSS can be monitored? Have the right targets and indicators been identified in the Implementation Framework to ensure the RSS can be effectively monitored?

1. Whilst annual monitoring is important, annual fluctuations can and will occur, which may skew the results. Monitoring needs to be forward looking rather than backward looking and the HBF are keen to support the trajectory based monitoring approach that is advocated in Draft PPS3.

(ii) Should the draft RSS include a specific policy for monitoring?
1. It is essential that the RSS has very detailed monitoring and implementation strategies in place if the RSS is to be successful and a policy should be included.

2. There needs to be cross-referencing of monitoring policies within the RSS. Monitoring should not be of individual policies only, there should be detailed information regarding how the failing of the implementation of a particular policy could affect other policies.  

3. Furthermore, the RSS should be specific in detailing what the triggers are, and what thresholds apply whereby not reaching or going beyond a certain threshold would trigger some sort of review or change of policy approach. 

4. As well as triggers needing to be explained further, there should be an indication in the implementation plan of timescales whereby should monitoring reveal the failure of a policy, the trigger would be put in place. Such an approach to housing delivery is advocated in draft PPS3. The lack of clarity and detail creates uncertainty for bodies who are striving to deliver the policies within the RSS, as to when some sort of review or change of policy approach would be imminent. 
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