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11A Delivery

(i) Could the clarity and consistency of the draft RSS be improved? Is the draft  RSS “user friendly” in terms of understanding the strategy and how the policies are to be implemented?

1. The draft RSS appears to be a modern spatial strategy and can be described as concise and ‘user friendly’. However, the plan consists of a suite of documents in addition to the plan document, such as the technical appendices and the implementation plan, and this fragmented approach can detract from the ‘user friendly’ nature of the plan.

(ii) Does the draft RSS provide an appropriate level of detail for the preparation of Local Development Documents? Does it provide appropriate guidance for other local plans (e.g. LTPs) and delivery mechanisms? Do the proposals in Chapter 19 of the RSS adequately provide for the transition from Structure Plans to the new LDF system?

1. The HBF is aware that local authorities within the North West region are currently forging ahead and producing Core Strategies for their Local Development Frameworks (LDFs) and the status of the housing numbers suggested in this Draft RSS remains for now untested. It would be helpful, however, if the RSS text could offer some form of additional guidance to the North West local authorities and the house building industry with specific regard to housing figures for the transitional period between now and the finalised version of the RSS. If the North West authorities continue to adhere to the old RPG housing numbers the Government’s target for increased housing provision will fall radically short and the aims of the RES and the Northern Way Sustainable Communities Strategy will also be adversely affected together with the Government’s deliverability targets.

2. Chapter 19 of the RSS adequately provides for the transition from Structure Plans to the new LDF system through the inclusion of the list of policies in this chapter.
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