Additional statement as requested by Panel Chair 31/10/06 
NWEL/Resp628/Matter 1B


Suggested rewording of first section of DP1 to clarify its intentions, as proposed by NWEL in the discussion of Matter 1B.
Rewording was suggested to be needed both by GONW Strategic Principle SP1 (j), and by the Panel question that noted that the current draft policy lacks clarity. This wording could be used in either current draft Policy DP1 or in GONW’s Strategic Principle SP1 (j):-

“Plans and strategies should contain policies which set out clearly:-
· The elements of environmental, social and economic capital that contribute to the delivery of key benefits and services

· A presumption that development should protect and enhance quality of life, and not result in a net loss of benefits and services or damage to the environmental, social and economic capital that underpins them”

· [Retain second two bullet points, plus GONW amends to bullet 4]
These two bullet points taken in combination effectively require an assessment of the capacity of the environment and the economy to deliver the benefits and services on which sustainable communities are founded and which determine quality of life. Only then can the impact that potential development will have on that capacity be assessed. We cannot respect environmental limits, or ensure that we live within them, if we do not know what they are.
This will not give precise limits and ‘numbers’ for development. However, it will provide a better basis on which decisions can be made, with a fuller understanding of all the effects that proposed development will have. It can also point towards forms, types and locations for development that are likely to be more appropriate to and sustainable in particular environments.

This will enable compliance with the UK Sustainable Development Strategy and PPS1 (para 19). 
With regard to the North West RSS, we suggest that a sound evidence base will require assessment of the following aspects of environmental capacity:-

· Climate / greenhouse gas emissions

· Air quality

· Water quality

· Water resources (supply and treatment of waste water)

· Waste management

· Biodiversity

· Tranquillity

· Landscape character and sensitivity

· Flood risk

· Minerals and soils

· Consumption / ecological footprint

· Built and historic environment

As well as changes to and reviews of draft RSS, this assessment will enable the development of an Environmental Strategy for the North West and the development of an Integrated Regional Framework for the North West. 
