NW RSS Examination in Public Joint Additional Submission 

Matter 1E: Sustainability - Response of the NWRA
The NWRA broadly welcomes and supports, subject to specific comments set out below, the collaborative briefing note on Matter 1E (iii) submitted by Environment Agency, North West Environment Link, the Association of Greater Manchester Authorities, Campaign to Protect Rural England, Friends of the Earth, North West Transport Activists Roundtable and Cheshire Association of Local Councils. 

The submission draws upon important and growing evidence of the need to tackle climate change, perhaps even more urgently than existing Government targets might imply. In the interests of ensuring a transparent and coherent debate at EiP, however, the NWRA contends that the submission would be enhanced by the inclusion of accurate references and data sources and suggest to the Panel that clarification is sought from the consortium during the EiP session on Matter 1E (iii). 
On the matter of developing climate change targets, the NWRA can confirm that the following work will be undertaken under the forthcoming NW Climate Change Action Plan:
· Improve regional energy data-sets to monitor progress of the Action Plan [and other relevant strategies] and to develop robust regional energy balance forecasting tools; and

· Assess the viability of setting regional/local targets for greenhouse gas emissions and uptake of renewable energy generation. 

These actions are highlighted as priorities within the Action Plan, and the NWRA will be leading on their implementation. With this in mind, the NWRA fully supports, subject to feasibility determined by the above research, the proposal to include regional climate change targets within RSS. However, it is anticipated that this research will be completed by summer 2007, and such targets could, therefore, be incorporated into the draft RSS at the Proposed Modifications stage, negating the need for an early partial or full review of RSS in respect of climate change targets. The NWRA will ensure that the development of targets is conducted in an inclusive, transparent and evidence-based manner. 
We accept that the work of Friends of the Earth on carbon budgeting cited in the submission will be an important reference when progressing the development of targets. However, it is crucial that the region undertakes a comprehensive review of relevant national and regional evidence bases, and that this will determine the feasibility of setting annualised emissions reduction targets. It should be noted that Government has rejected this approach at the national level, since the publication of the Stern Review on Monday 30th October 2006. 
Until such time that robust regional targets are available, we support the inclusion of the relevant national targets within Policy DP1. 

In conclusion, we accept the proposed wording change to Policy DP1, subject to the following suggested amendments marked in bold red overleaf. We reject the suggestion that a separate policy on climate change should be included, on the basis that the proposed revisions to DP1 will ensure that climate change issues are effectively mainstreamed into the RSS. 
	Policy DP1 Tackle climate change

As an urgent regional priority, plans and strategies should:

· Develop and implement policies to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases from all sources, including energy generation and supply, buildings and transport by 20% below 1990 levels by 2010 and helping deliver a year on year reduction that takes us towards the national target of a 60% reduction by 2050.  
· Identify, assess and apply measures to ensure effective adaptation to the likely environmental, social and economic impacts of climate-related changes.

Proposals and schemes must take into account the local implications of climate change, particularly in to vulnerable communities in our towns, cities and rural areas, and the coastal zones and locations at risk of flooding.
In achieving this, policy makers should use the North West Integrated Appraisal Toolkit
 (IAT) to assess and strengthen the climate change mitigation and adaptation elements of their plans, strategies, proposals and schemes, where a Strategic Environmental Assessment or Environmental Impact Assessment is not otherwise required by Statutory legislation.
All major planning applications should be accompanied by a sustainability audit using the North West Sustainability Checklist for Developments
. All local planning authorities should ensure that all minimum criteria for this type of application should be met, and should seek to apply 'good' and 'best' practice criteria wherever practicable. Developers of other types of development are encouraged to follow the same approach.




The recommendation to ensure that the climate change implications of all RSS policies are highlighted in the plan is an excellent aspiration, but the NWRA questions whether it is realistic to quantify these impacts in a timely fashion without delaying the next stages in the RSS preparation process.  
� Integrated Appraisal Toolkit: http://www.sdtoolkit-northwest.org.uk/


� North West Sustainability Checklist for Developments: http://www.nwra.gov.uk/sustainabledevelopment





