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10A:  Sub-regional Strategy

10A(i)

10.1
The strategy amounts to a coherent and appropriate vision for the sub-region, but could be enhanced by consideration of the following matters:

· Lancaster is referred to as a Regional Town and City.  The County Council agrees with Lancaster City Council that Lancaster/Morecambe/Heysham is a contiguous urban area and that for functional settlement hierarchy purposes this greater urban area represents the “Regional Town and City” settlement and should be described as such.

· It is important that a consistent approach has been taken in the identification of Key Service Centres.  This is discussed further in Matter 2.

· The rural hinterland of Lancaster has not been adequately addressed.  There is a large rural hinterland for which it is important to provide wider objectives.  The County Council supports the wording proposed by Lancaster City Council to expand bullet 4 of Policy CNL4 to read:  “Ensure that rural communities are viable and vibrant with improved access to affordable housing, employment opportunities and public transport”.

· To strengthen the economy of the sub-region it is essential that the development of the knowledge nucleus is brought forward.  The County Council supports the extra bullet point requested by Lancaster City Council to be added to Policy W1: “Supporting the opportunity for innovation, commercial research activity with academic linkages and other new knowledge-based employment that can be achieved through the development of the identified Knowledge Nuclei Site in north Lancashire”.


Proposals for Employment Land

10.2
The County Council is concerned that the policy provides no district apportionment of employment land.  Whilst the County Council is supportive of partnership working and hopes that consensus can be reached, there is significant concern that local issues may give rise to instances, which cannot be resolved.  W3 should make specific provisions.  This is addressed more fully in Matter 3.

Transport Proposals

10.3 There should be reference to the completion of the Heysham-M6 link in CNL4, a scheme with Regional Funding Allocation (Policy RT8).  The Heysham M6 link will open up Heysham port to development activity.  Exploiting the growth potential of ports is an important objective of the Northern Way being an identified project within the RES. Protecting and enhancing important links with national and international markets are key conditions for securing economic growth.  The Heysham-M6 link will
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also allow proposals to be brought forward to improve traffic management in Lancaster (Bullet 6 of Policy CNL4).

10.4
The functional linkages between the Knowledge Nucleus and the CLCR should be recognised.

10.5
Lancaster should be referred to as a Cycling Demonstration City (in Policy CNL4)


Climate Change and Protection of the Environment

10.6
The biodiversity resources found in Morecambe Bay and Arnside – Silverdale AONB have a national and international importance, which should be mentioned.  An additional bullet in Policy CNL4 about enhancing this resource would be beneficial.


Other Deficiencies

10.7
Lancaster University is a key asset to the area; its functional links and connectivity to CLCR should be represented on the Cumbria and North Lancashire Sub Regional Diagram.  The Heysham M6 link road should be shown on the Diagram.


Deliverability

10.8
The proposals are deliverable.  The Draft Implementation Framework is considered to correctly identify the relevant delivery mechanisms.  However, the framework as proposed should ensure that those agencies responsible for leading and delivering the various actions required are clearly shown and that timescales are established.

The extent to which cross-border issues have been considered, especially in relation to Scotland.

10.9
The CNL strategy makes no reference to cross border issues. In doing so the strategy fails to address the relationship between other areas and City Regions and the interdependence that exists between them.  Enhanced recognition of connectivity between areas in terms of both physical and functional connectivity is essential.

10.10
This particularly relates to Lancaster with this district continuing to have strong functional linkages with the CLCR.  This point is addressed under paragraph 2.15 of this statement. It is important that cross border issues are reflected within the strategy.

Monitoring Sub-regional Priorities

10.11
The sub-regional priorities will be taken forward as part of the LDF process.  It is therefore envisaged that progress towards these priorities will be monitored as part of the District’s Annual Monitoring report.
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10A(ii)

10.12
The County Council does not have a view on this matter at this stage.


10B:  Housing Issues


10B(i)

10.13
The County Council has no observations on housing provision and distribution in the sub-region.


10B(ii)

10.14
Monitoring shows that a brownfield completion rate of much greater than 50% is being achieved in Lancaster.  The County Council considers that a target of 50% would be a retrograde step and could increase local pressure for the earlier release of greenfield sites.  A brownfield target of at least 70% would be more appropriate.
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