Respondent Number 585

Matter 10A: Sub-regional Strategy


SUBMITTED DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST OF ENGLAND

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

STATEMENT BY THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

(i) Does the strategy communicate a clear, sustainable and appropriate vision for the sub-region? If not how should the strategy be modified? In particular: 

· do the proposals for employment, housing, transport and the environment amount collectively to a coherent and appropriate vision for the sub-region;

· are the proposals for employment land (of various kinds) appropriate and achievable;

· are the transport proposals adequate and logical in relation to the strategy as a whole;

· is adequate attention paid to issues of climate change and the protection of the environment; 

· are there any other material deficiencies, which you perceive in the plan as it affects the sub-region; 

· do you believe the proposals to be deliverable, through the development plan system or in other ways; 

· The extent to which cross-border issues have been considered, especially in relation to Scotland:
The January 2005 flooding, was arguably the worst event that the area has suffered in the last 100 years.  This has not been mentioned or referenced within the sub-regional policies or supporting text.  Carlisle and Penrith are significant flood risk areas for the region and as our contribution to the RA's Regional Flood Risk Assessment (RFRA) has shown (see SDL/EA/02) the allocation of development land for housing is a very significant factor in the management of the future flood risk. Inappropriate development in flood risk areas would have a significant impact and although it is accepted that Cumbria's housing allocation is only modest in proportion to other parts of the region, the location of new housing is just as important. Future flood risk is only reduced in Carlisle if inappropriate development is directed outside Flood Zone 3. 

Affordable housing is a particular challenge in this region as the ratio between housing and incomes is high. Kendal, Penrith and Keswick have been identified as areas in particular need for increased affordable housing and are again areas of flood risk concern. Penrith in particular has a reasonably high allocation of new housing (perhaps 200 per year) and we already do know of areas where expansion is proposed where flooding is already known (e.g. Thacka Beck) 

Solutions we call for:

· LPA's must be given a clearer statement of the consideration of flood risk in allocation of sites for new housing within the Sub-regional policies for Cumbria and North Lancashire. 
