North West RSS Examination in Public

Written Statement on behalf of Friends of the Earth North West

Matter 10: Cumbria & North Lancashire
(i) Does the strategy communicate a clear, sustainable and appropriate vision for the sub region?  If not, how should the strategy be modified?
The over-riding concerns here must be to mitigate the impacts of climate change by drastically reducing its causes, and to replace long-standing emphasis on ‘economic growth’, juxtaposed with social and environmental considerations, with the holistic application of sustainable development principles (see comments at Matters 1A and 1E).


In terms of the meaning of 'sustainable development' as applied throughout RSS, and in terms of what should be the thrust of the new policy, we submit that this should be to seek the implementation in the region of the extended approach contained in the UK SD Strategy Securing our future March 2005. 

In particular we draw attention to clear government guidance as to how sustainable development methodology should be applied.  The UK SDS states that although the 1999 UK SD strategy stressed that its four central aims had to be pursued at the same time, "in practice, different agencies focused on those one or two most relevant to them." p15  The new UK SD strategy states that these principles will form the basis for policy in the UK and that for a policy to be sustainable it must respect all five of the principles p.17  This is clearly applicable to the North West RSS, in which there is a tendency for the economic considerations to be privileged  especially with the advent of the Northern Way Gateway Strategy; but the principles apply in many places across RSS – for example ‘Using sound science responsibly’ and ‘Promoting good governance’ bear on the climate change debate – and not least in planning for the newly-defined City Regions and Sub Regions.
