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(i) Does the strategy communicate a clear, sustainable and appropriate vision for the sub-region? If not how should the strategy be modified?
10A.1 The sub-regional strategy fails to provide a coherent and integrated vision for the sub-region because it largely focuses on economic and social needs and fails to integrate these in a positive way with environmental needs. 

10A.2 This strategy does not go far enough to conserve and enhance the wider environment in a pro-active and holistic way, planning for the step-change in landscape, biodiversity and the historic environment that is promoted in Policy EM1. This is particularly short-sighted as para 15.10 indicates the importance of the landscape and environmental quality of the Lake District as ‘a major resource and an international tourism attraction’.  This is also linked to the Landscape Character and historic environment that is unique to the Lake District; plans and policies must work to proactively enhance this character. 

10A.3 As the Sustainability Assessment highlights, each sub-region is different in terms of its character and performance, for example, regarding pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, biodiversity, buildings at risk. The draft RSS is a lost opportunity to raise the game for each sub-region in the areas where they are currently under-performing. CNL1 and CNL3 should integrate sustainable land management and environmental protection into spatial planning.

10A.4 This strategy fails to analyse or address the predicted impacts of climate change on the sub-region, despite predictions that this will lead to significant changes in the Lake District.  Indeed these changes are already taking place.  The strategy is therefore not likely to be sustainable in meeting future needs.  The strategy should be climate-proofed and promote mitigation and adaptation measures that are appropriate for the sub-region. It should also show how the sub-region can contribute to the national targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions through schemes such as renewable energy, energy and transport demand reduction, and sustainable land management.
10A.5 Inadequate consideration has been given to the specific role of Key Service Centres within the Lake District National Park.  The comparatively recent Examination in Public into the Structure Plan Review for Cumbria and the Lake District has concluded that whilst Key Service Centres should be identified within the National Park that they should be separated out from other Key Service Centres in the County as they perform a different role:
a. The Panel’s deliberations and conclusions on this matter are set out at paragraphs 2.1.17 to 2.1.29 (CU1c).  Specific reference is made to para. 2.1.27 and the statement that “…there are settlements that are key service centres but that they are not put forward as foci of new development.”

b. This distinction in the role of Key Service Centres within the National Park has not been addressed in the draft RSS.

c. Para 2.1.29 set out specific criteria for development in the identified Key Service Centres (Keswick, Ambleside and Windermere/Bowness) and the need for development to also accord with Policy ST11 and to be compatible with existing settlement character.

d. Policy CNL1 and RDF2 should be amended to include a separate section on Key Service Centres within the Lake District National Park that is compatible with the wording in the conclusions of the Panel.

10A.6 CNL1 and CNL3 fail to support agriculture in the sub-region in becoming more sustainable. Agriculture will be significantly affected by changing policies at a European and national level and is facing major challenges over the coming years. In particular, hill farming is predicted to be negatively affected by changing funding arrangements and needs to be supported to diversify and adapt. However, the need to balance opportunities for economic change and to protect the landscape are especially sensitive in the case of the Lake District and this sub-regional strategy must demonstrate that environmental, heritage and landscape needs are just as important as economic ones. Currently, the draft does not give this indication.

10A.7 The National Trust believes that strategic planning in the uplands should arise from a clearer vision agreed by the government, local authorities and community as to what people value about the uplands and what that means in practical terms to deal with inevitable change. The draft RSS should make reference to the Lake District Vision, which has been agreed by several key partners and recommend that these partners work to produce further guidance on spatial planning in the Lake District uplands. This should be recommended in CNL2 or 3 and cross-referenced in RDF3.
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