NORTH WEST REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY : EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC
CUMBRIA TOURISM : WRITTEN SUBMISSION

MATTER 10A : SUB REGIONAL STRATEGY FOR CUMBRIA AND NORTH LANCASHIRE

(1) Does the Strategy communicate a clear, sustainable and appropriate vision for the sub-region? If not how should the strategy be modified?

Cumbria Tourism does not regard the sub-regional spatial strategy for Cumbria and North Lancashire to be adequate in its present form. Fundamentally it does not reflect the poor economic performance of the Cumbrian economy over the last decade and the increasing dependence of the county on the service and hospitality industry. This situation is more fully set out in the response from the Cumbria Strategic Partnership.
There are a number of ways in which the current policies and proposals in the Spatial Strategy can be changed and supplemented to improve the climate for new investment and economic growth in the County;

POLICY CNL1 Overall Spatial Strategy for Cumbria Tourist Board

(1) This policy should also include a reference to the need for cruise terminal facilities and marina facilities at the Port of Barrow in Furness and the development of Carlisle airport for both passenger and freight transport.

(2) There could usefully be the addition of proposals for new strategic footpath and cycleway/trails in the region (eg Pennine bridleway through Cumbria)

POLICY CNL2  Sub Area Development Priorities for Cumbria

(1) A specific mention of the scope for growing the conference market in Cumbria and particularly in Carlisle would be helpful.

(2) A paragraph setting out development priorities in the rural areas outside the Lake District National Park is also necessary (and this could perhaps provide the scope to consider appropriately sited holiday villages). Mention could also be made of the ambitious tourism-based proposals for Lowther Castle, south of Penrith which could potentially have regional significance as a visitor attraction.

POLICY CNL3  Overall Spatial Policy for Lake District

(1) Cumbria Tourism is generally supportive of this policy. However it would be useful to add a reference to the need for improvements to the quality of holiday accommodation (both inside and outside the National Park). In some areas this could extend to new policy measures which enable poorer quality holiday accommodation to change use from business (back) to residential use- ideally for affordable/local needs housing. At the same time there may be a requirement to earmark sites and introduce a policy framework to promote the development of better quality hotels and self catering holiday complexes with conference and leisure facilities.

(2) Car parking facilities should also be incorporated into the last bullet as an important part of the package to integrate transport services and walking/cycling opportunities.
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