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DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST

EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC

FURTHER SUBMISSION:

MATTER 10A: SUB-REGIONAL STRATEGY

CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL 

RESPONDANT NUMBER (394)

Questions:

(i) Does the strategy communicate a clear, sustainable and appropriate vision for the sub region? If not how should the strategy be modified? In particular:

· do the proposals for employment, housing, transport and the environment amount collectively to a coherent and appropriate vision for the sub region;

· are the proposals for employment land (of various kinds) appropriate and achievable;

· are the transport proposals adequate and logical in relation to the strategy as a whole;

· is adequate attention paid to the issues of climate change and the protection of the environment;

· are there any material deficiencies, which you perceive in the plan as it affects the sub region;

· do you believe the proposals to be deliverable, through the development plan system or in other ways;

· the extent to which cross-border issues have been considered, especially in relation to Scotland;

· how will the sub region sub area priorities be monitored.

(ii)
Do the sub regional policies sufficiently address issues arising from the Energy review 2006?

Answers:

(i)

In considering the sub-regional strategy there is a lack of clarity between policy CNL1/CNL2 and the diagram on page 82 of the plan.  The diagram suggests various degrees of priority by different sizes of priority area designation on the diagram.  This appears inconsistent with policy CNL1 which indicates Carlisle, Barrow and West Cumbria as all having the same policy status. If the areas are to intimate a zone of influence (as per the Lake District National Park), there is no recognition of cross border influence which is relevant.  Whilst it is recognised that this is diagrammatic the designation is wider than the district and it is not clear what is intended.

In addition the Regional Town and City symbol and the knowledge nuclei symbol are missing for Carlisle.

It is important that RSS recognises Carlisle Renaissance and this is acknowledged in both policy and supporting text and is welcomed.

The spatial policy refers to Local Service Centres which is welcomed but there is no overarching recognition of these in a general spatial policy within the RSS as no specific mention or clarification is made within Policy RDF3.  The only reference is sparse areas and not all parts of Cumbria are sparse outside Key Service Centres. 

Each Sub-regional spatial strategy clearly identifies the main issues affecting the sub-region and the key drivers for development during the RSS period.  The strategy also recognises the role that various parts of the sub-region can perform.  The strategy identifies Cumbria as more or less self-contained and no mention is made of borders with the north east or Scotland.  Carlisle’s joint submission on matter 3B (with Chester and Preston) aims to recognise the retail potential and this can only be achieved by building on the strengths of attracting not only north Cumbria residents to Carlisle but also those from the North East and Scotland.  The catchment area defined for retail studies includes an area of southern Scotland.  In addition Carlisle City Council works jointly through the Border Visions Group with partners in Southern Scotland.  The development of Carlisle Airport is a significant strategic site for the north west region which will also assist southern Scotland as well as drawing trade into Cumbria yet no mention is made in the sub-regional strategy of the airport.  The spatial sub-regional strategy seems deficient in their recognition of Scotland and north-east linkages.
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