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STATEMENT BY THE NORTHWEST REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Matter 10:  Cumbria and North Lancashire

	Matter 10A: Sub Regional Strategy

	(i)
	Does the strategy communicate a clear, sustainable and appropriate vision for the sub region?

If not how should the strategy be modified? In particular:

· 
do the proposals for employment, housing, transport and the environment mount collectively to a coherent and appropriate vision for the sub-region;

· 
are the proposals for employment land (of various kinds) appropriate and achievable;

· 
are the transport proposals adequate and logical in relation to the strategy as a whole  

· 
is adequate attention paid to issues of climate change and the protection of the environment;
· 
are there any other material deficiencies, which you perceive in the plan as it affects the sub-region;

· 
do you believe the proposals to be deliverable, through the development plan system or in other ways;
·  the extent to which cross-border issues have been considered, especially in relation to Scotland;
·  how will the sub-regional sub-area priorities be monitored.

	1
	The Agency has addressed a number of these issues in its formal consultation response and we should like the Panel to refer to these statements

	2
	To assist the Panel, we summarise our principal concerns, which relate to the Lake District and surrounding areas. We believe that RSS should set out a rather more positive policy for sustainable development in this area, which will, amongst other things, strengthen and diversify the economic base. At present the economic base lacks resilience and diversity, is vulnerable to a number of medium and long term threats, and is not well suited to supporting viable and sustainable local communities. RSS needs to provide the clear strategic lead to the relevant LDFs and other strategy documents within and adjacent to the Park.
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	3
	In accordance with paragraph 1.13 of Planning Policy Statement 11 (PPS11, Core Document PP11) spatial planning policy should relate to a wider functional area, embracing the National Park along with the adjacent communities of Kendal, Ulverston, Cockermouth and Penrith, rather than the administrative boundaries of the National Park. We have suggested a number of amendments and additions to Policy CNL3, related to this wider area.

	4
	Our comments and proposed changes are supported by a comprehensive evidence base in the Lake District Economic Futures Study, Stage 1 and Stage 2 reports (SDL/NWDA/12 and SDL/NWDA/13). Implementation of the key recommendations of the Study, as set out in the Lake District Economic Futures Policy Statement (SDL/NWDA/14), is identified in the RES as a transformational action.  

	
	

	(ii)
	Do the sub-regional policies sufficiently address issues arising from the Energy Review 2006?

	1
	The Agency’s reading of the Energy Review 2006 is that locational issues are a matter for national policy.
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