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Examination in Public

Participants Statement  (Ref  587)

Cushman & Wakefield on Behalf of Grosvenor

MATTER 9.  CENTRAL LANCASHIRE CITY REGION

(i)
Does the strategy communicate a clear, sustainable and appropriate vision for the sub-region?  If not, how should the strategy be modified?  

The Regional City of Preston should be clearly defined as the key location within the  Central Lancashire City Region.  It is described in other reports commissioned by the North West Regional Assembly (NWRA), notably the White Young Green – Town Centre Assessment Study 2005 (WYG), as a major regional centre.  This is further supported by the Regional Economic Strategy (RES) which, at page 15, states:

The major cities of Manchester and Liverpool, and the emerging importance of Preston, as key drivers of city-regional growth.

The RES highlights a need to capitalise on the strengths and assets of these cities.  It should therefore be identified as the third growth centre capable of delivering sustainable economic growth in the north west.   
Preston forms the focal point of the Central Lancashire City (CLC), which comprises the administrative areas of Chroley, Preston and South Ribble.  

(i)
Do the proposals for employment, housing, transport and the environment amount collectively to a coherent and appropriate vision for the sub-region?
In comparison to other city regions it is not considered that CLCR1 fully recognises the role and function of the CLC.  More emphasis is placed on the roles of the  Manchester and Liverpool city regions giving rise to a disparity between the sub-regions and therefore does not represent a coherent for the vision.
(i)
Are the transport proposals adequate and logical in relation to the strategy as a whole?

Whilst CLCR1 refers to internal and external links within the region, and in particular the role of Preston as the regions transport gateway, it is deficient in detail compared with other city sub-regions.  Reference should be made to the enhancement of accessibility of the city centre to support economic growth and ensure that the wider city region can share the benefits.  This would provide continuity between the city regions and support the implementation of the Regional Transport Strategy.  
 (i)
Are there any other material deficiencies, which you perceive in the plan as it affects the sub-region?
There needs to be clarity in identifying the role that Preston City Centre has as the core city and a key economic driver within the city region, and fully reflect the aims of the Central Lancashire City Vision.  This promotes developing a central business district in Preston city centre and recognises that proposed major investment and regeneration proposals will create a viable option to Manchester and Liverpool.
Preston is the commercial and administrative centre for Lancashire with the County Council located here.  There is also a Crown Court building and a wide range of regional and sub-regional offices of public agencies, banks, insurance and other bodies.  It is the foci for investment and a driver for economic growth and regeneration in the wider city region.  This must be highlighted and supported in the RSS.

The role and function of each growth centre should be identified and elaborated upon, to ensure sustainable patterns of development across the region.  This will aid the implementation of the Regional Transport Strategy.  Central to this are proposals for Preston city centre including an enhanced interchange at the railway station and a new state of the art bus station.
