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Matter 9A 


REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY – EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC
LANCASHIRE ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP STATEMENT
MATTER 9: CENTRAL LANCASHIRE CITY REGION
9A: Sub-Regional Strategy

9A (i)
Does the strategy communicate a clear, sustainable and appropriate vision for 
the sub-region? If not how should the strategy be modified? In particular:
9.1      The vision as stated in the updated City Region Development Programme is: 

“By 2020 Central Lancashire will be a globally competitive and sustainable City region distinguished by its quality of life, connectivity and access to opportunities”

This vision has been devised for the City Region to help articulate our shared objectives and to enable us to measure how far we have travelled.  It builds on a number of principles including:

· The need to work with our existing portfolio of businesses and growth sectors to enable them to make a transition to competitive trading in a global environment;

· The need to provide connections that support the greater integration of the City Region and promote sustainable patterns of travel;

· The need to capitalise upon our existing economic drivers, including knowledge based businesses, quality of life and environmental assets; and 

· The need to ensure that the opportunities created are accessible and lead to enhanced levels of economic participation and inclusion.

9.2   The Central Lancashire City Region is unique and complementary to the Manchester and Liverpool City Regions and makes a substantial contribution to the economy of the North.  In 2005, the Gross Value Added of the City Region was around £15bn, which makes it the third largest economy in the North, equivalent to the total output of the Merseyside sub-region.  The updated City Region Development Programme (CRDP) provides a strategic focus for driving up productivity levels in the City Region, delivering 55,000 additional jobs and boosting GVA levels by up to £2 billion. The CRDP is focused on optimising the contribution that Central Lancashire can make to the performance of the Northern economy and critically, bridging the estimated £4bn productivity gap that currently exists between our City Region and the English average. Our proposals form an important part of a wider strategy to enhance Northern economic performance under the Northern Way agenda.

is adequate attention paid to issues of climate change and the protection of the environment;

9.3  The CRDP recognises the importance of the City Region in delivering long term sustainable outcomes.  Lancashire Economic Partnership has established a Climate Change Task Group, led by the Environment Agency, to develop our understanding of the opportunities and threats to sustainability.  This group will evaluate the CRDP and Lancashire Economic Strategy in the context of the North West Climate Change Action Plan and will also engage with the Northern Way Sustainable Communities Team on the implications of the City Region Sustainability Report. 

do you believe the proposals to be deliverable, through the development plan system or in other ways;

9.4    Existing structures provide the key delivery mechanisms for the objectives set out in the CRDP.  The Lancashire Economic Strategy and Action Plan provide the principle delivery mechanism at project level.  This includes a detailed project investment sheet which tracks investment figures, costs and employment.  At a strategic level, monitoring will principally take place using the existing structures of Lancashire Economic Partnership, including working with NWDA and others to check against wider strategic objectives. 

the extent to which cross-border issues have been considered;

9.5   Central Lancashire’s greater economic contribution can clearly be further enhanced by continually developing its relationships and interactivity with other City Regions, in particular its Merseyside, Manchester and Leeds neighbours.  We recognise that the economy exists beyond administrative boundaries and that closer working between respective partnerships will be based on many criteria, for example travel to work/learn/recreate areas, ease of connectivity and housing market functions.  

9A (ii)
Does the Central Lancashire City Region have any coherence in functional,

social/cultural, geographic or economic terms?

9.6   The City Region shows coherence in aspects of its economic structure as identified in the City Region Development Programme.  The CRDP refers to collaboration and supply chain linkages across aerospace firms in the City Region, and business to business linkages in creative industries, ICT and new media between Preston, Blackpool and Blackburn.  The CRDP also points to commuting throughout the City Region in certain higher order occupational groups, and to the role of the University of Central Lancashire as a shared asset for the City Region.  The City Region also represents Lancashire’s historic manufacturing belt.  Collectively the City Region is a major economic driver in the region with a GVA comparable to that of Merseyside.

9.7 Socially and geographically the City Region has a coherence in that its various centres share many of the same issues.  These include:

· Deprivation;

· Varying levels of housing demand;

· Low skill levels among the population;

· Poor health; and

· BME issues

9.8 The polycentric nature of the Central Lancashire City Region (CLCR) is its key strength and marks it out from other locations.  Whilst the notion of a polycentric City Region is widely recognised nationally and internationally by experts in regional economic development, the popular concept of a City Region remains one of a large single urban conurbation.  However, the polycentric City Region, reflected in the real economic geography of Lancashire, offers a complementary vision of a 21st Century City Region with high quality of life and attractive growth potential provided by vibrant urban centres surrounded by beautiful countryside.  The CLCR provides extremely attractive places to live for those who work in the city and towns which comprise the City Region. This alternative vision of a City Region ‘with room to breathe’ needs support from RSS so that its benefits can complement those of the larger conurbation based City Regions.  The polycentric nature of the CLCR, based on one city and three towns within a rural context, is its key strength and marks it out from other locations.  

9.10 The updated City Region Development Programme contains an Economic Growth Framework which is predicated upon the further strengthening of major economic drivers.  Investment in these drivers will lead to an even greater labour force requirement across the established travel to work areas.  The CRDP also contains ‘enabling’ proposals that seek to improve internal connectivity and facilitate sustainable patterns of travel between the principal urban settlements.
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