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Is the sub-region’s housing provision and distribution appropriate and achievable?  Are the PDL targets in Table 9.1 realistic, deliverable and based on robust evidence?

Sefton supports the Draft RSS requirement of 500 net new dwellings provision for the Borough. The Borough is currently building almost 400 dwellings a year net of clearance replacement and could without any detriment to the HMRI Pathfinder process or urban greenspace, build at least 500 dwellings per annum on sustainable urban brownfield sites. In particular, the indicative target that at least 80% of housing provision should use brownfield sites would be satisfied and exceeded.   Furthermore, the higher requirement would support the regeneration of suitable urban sites and assist with the delivery of much needed affordable housing in Sefton, With regard to the latter, the Borough’s 2005 housing needs survey (Ref: 2005 Housing Needs Assessment Update, Final Report, Table 8.3, page 50) indicates a Borough affordable housing requirement of 1,261 dwellings per annum over a five year period, equating to over 6,000 affordable housing units in the Borough.   

Notwithstanding the above, Sefton acknowledges that the latest 2003 based household projections indicate a growth of 560 households per annum. Given this, Sefton would be happy to accept this higher housing figure as an appropriate requirement to provide for in the Borough.  Sefton is similarly of the view that this higher figure could also be accommodated without any detriment to the HMRI Pathfinder process or without any loss of urban greenspace and could be built on sustainable urban brownfield sites. In this regard, Sefton has recently commissioned CURS to undertake a review of the supply and demand of housing in South Sefton, and inter alia they have concluded (Ref: South Sefton Supply and Demand Study, July 2006, page xvii, para E14, bullet 2) that in view of the 2003 based household projections: 

‘The draft RSS allocation of 500 net dwellings per annum, despite being significantly higher than both current rates of provision and current RSS requirements, may not in itself meet future requirements within Sefton as a whole (approximately 560 additional household per annum).’

