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MATTER 8B


MATTER 8. LIVERPOOL CITY REGION

Matter 8B: Housing Issues

(i)
Is the sub-region’s housing provision and distribution appropriate and achievable?  Are the PDL targets in Table 9.1 realistic, deliverable, and based on robust evidence?

Wirral Borough Council supports the draft RSS housing requirement for Wirral and the level of previously developed land required.  As set out in comments to Matter 4 above, the implications of the 2003-based DCLG household projections should be assessed.

Table 2 below sets out recent housebuilding performance in Wirral.  Current identified supply is 3,627 new dwellings (April 2006), which has increased from 2,109 new dwellings (April 2004 – draft RSS basedate).  Wirral’s urban capacity at April 2004 was 1,050 but this was not exhaustive, as it made no allowance for potential restructuring within the Port of Liverpool in Wirral.

When set against the draft RSS figure of 250 net units pa, the 3,627 new dwellings provides for a supply of 14.51 years, gross.

Table 2 – Wirral MBC - Recent net change in dwelling stock

A
B
C
D
E
F

Year
Total demolitions
Total net conversions
Total new build
Net change (C+D)-B
Surplus above RPG13








2001/2002
324
104
416
196
(36)

2002/2003
449
43
600
194
34

2003/2004
222
74
518
370
210

2004/2005
403
79
410
86
-74

2005/2006
267
55
412
200
40








5 year total
1,665
355
2356
1046
246








Annual average
333
71
471
209
49

Source: Wirral MBC, both local authority and private sector demolitions

Notes:
Surplus figures in brackets relate to period before issue of RPG13

Development on previously developed land has ranged between 69.18% (2003/04) and 98.13% (2005/06), averaging 79.63% for the five years 2001/02 to 2005/06.  The current identified supply of 3,627 new dwellings is 97.19% previously developed land.  The previously developed land target for Wirral is therefore realistic and deliverable.
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