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MATTER 8B – LIVERPOOL CITY REGION: HOUSING ISSUES
1
Is the sub-region’s housing provision and distribution appropriate and achievable? Are the PDL targets realistic, deliverable and based on robust evidence?
1.1
The Merseyside authorities welcome the increased housing requirement as set down in Policy L4. This increased requirement will have a positive impact on regeneration, economic prosperity and population stabilisation throughout the sub-region.

1.2
In general, the increased focus on brownfield land is supported; however, the significant increase of the percentage of new housing development required on brownfield land may prove difficult to implement in certain authorities and these concerns are addressed in the relevant authorities’ statements to this EIP. The Merseyside authorities would seek clarification therefore as to whether the brownfield percentages apply to sub-regional housing markets or individual local authority areas.

1.3
The Merseyside authorities do have some concern in relation to the robustness of the evidence base, which has been used to calculate these figures.  The Technical Appendix provides a large amount of detail on the various stages of the process, but the overall methodology used is not clear and appears to lack logic.

1.4
Undoubtedly, there is an evidenced need for an increase in the housing provision figures across the Merseyside sub-region demonstrated by the national household projections (2003) and local evidence of needs (including affordable housing needs), demand, recent build rates and capacity.

1.5
It is recommended therefore, that the figures for the Merseyside authorities remain as set down in draft RSS, but that an early review of RSS is undertaken to further substantiate the increase in housing figures across the region and to provide further evidence for all of the housing policies to meet the needs of PPS3. Such a review should be undertaken in the context of:

•
PPS3 and its likely requirement to plan for housing provision on a functional sub regional housing market area basis;

•
The research undertaken building on the work undertaken for the Northern Way Sustainable Communities Investment Programme including GVA Grimley in ’Locating Homes in the Right Places’;

•
The findings from the emerging Greater Manchester and Liverpool City Region Housing Strategies.
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