RESP 498/Matter 6A
DRAFT REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH WEST EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC, 2006/07

STATEMENT BY THE NORTHWEST REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Matter 6: Enjoying and Managing the North West 

	Matter 6A: Environment and Landscape

	(i)
	Should separate policies be used in this chapter to cover the individual aspects of (a) integrated land management incorporating woodland/forestry, (b) biodiversity and (c) landscape and heritage (culture)? Are the policy tests sufficiently explicit?

	1
	The Agency has some reservations about the tests which might be implied by the landscape and heritage policies.  We are not clear about how areas “rich in historic interest” will be defined and by whom.

	2
	Conservation led regeneration is a good concept in principle but we doubt whether it should be applied uniformly, for example, to all the areas of docks, waterspaces, coastal resorts and piers in the North West.  In some locations it may be necessary to fill docks or clear structures in order to secure regeneration, and indeed to encourage the creation of new buildings which may not be in the historic vernacular.  The same argument might apply to parts of the textile mill towns, to Liverpool and Manchester city centres, and rural areas.

	

	(ii)
	Does the draft RSS provide an appropriate steer in relation to green infrastructure aspirations and requirements? How will this policy be implemented?

	1
	NWDA is supportive of the notion of green infrastructure in principle but would seek a greater focus on key regional economic priorities for green infrastructure and increased evidence of the value of such an approach for economic gain.  The Green Infrastructure Policy (EM3) does not identify all aspects of potential economic gain for green infrastructure, particularly the potential for biomass/biofuel for energy production, image and investment benefits and adaptation to climate change through increased shading and absorption.
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	2
	NWDA would advocate a consistent approach to the implementation of green infrastructure, managed within the framework of the priorities set out in the Regional Economic Strategy and the development of the Sub Regional Action Plans. This will help to demonstrate scale and connectivity to the economic agenda.  The benefits of a structured approach need to be weighed against the demands of local requirements.

	3
	NWDA would note the clear strategic linkages to be made with the Regional Parks agenda as key contributors to the overall Green Infrastructure resource in the region.  


	(iii)
	Does the draft RSS take adequate account of the need to consider the implications of development in areas of flood risk?

	1
	Paragraph 1.7 of Planning Policy Statement 11 (PPS11, Core Document PP11) advises that RSS should provide spatially specific policies applying national policies to the circumstances of the region. Paragraph 44 of Planning Policy Guidance Note 25 ‘Development and Flood Risk’ (PPG25, Core Document PP25a) says that RSS should identify the principal areas where flooding issues are likely to be of regional significance, based on the Environment Agency’s indicative flood plain maps. Policy EM5 places flood risk within the wider context of integrated water management. Whilst it does not repeat national policy, it is not spatially specific to the region. Draft RSS could be made more regionally specific by identifying the principal areas at risk of flooding in either the policy or the supporting text.  

	2
	Policy EM5 refers to the joint NWRA/Environment Agency guidance document ‘Meeting the Sequential Flood Risk Test’ (Core Document ENV11). This reflects the sequential approach set out in PPG25 but was prepared prior to the publication of updated draft guidance in PPS25
. This latest indication of government policy outlines a sequential test and an exceptions test for determining the suitability of land for development having regard to the vulnerability to flooding of different types of development. It will therefore be necessary to revisit the regional flood risk guidelines to ensure that they are consistent with the final version of PPS25 when it is issued.
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	3
	With regard to coastal areas, the Sustainability Appraisal of Draft RSS identifies the Fylde coast, Morecambe, Southport to Sefton, the Solway Firth and the Wirral as being particularly at risk. Again, it would be helpful to refer to these areas and to the sequential flood risk test in the supporting text to Policy EM6. 

	4
	Draft PPS25 calls for Regional Planning Bodies to prepare a Regional Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. Should this requirement be confirmed in final PPS25, we expect that such an assessment be carried out as part of a future review of Draft RSS. 

	

	(iv)
	Are water resources and the capacity of both water and sewerage infrastructure adequately considered in the draft RSS?

	1
	The Agency has addressed this issue in our response to Matter IC(iv)


� Draft Planning Policy Statement 25 ‘Development and Flood Risk’ December 2005(Core Document PP25b)
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