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Matter 8A – Sub-regional strategy

(i) Does the strategy communicate a clear, sustainable and appropriate vision for the subregion?

Sefton Council supports the Merseyside Policy Unit statement on this issue, and in particular the changes proposed to Policies LCR1, LCR2 and LCR3. The Council wishes to emphasise in particular the importance of:

(a)
A clear recognition of the regional and sub-regional significance of the Atlantic Gateway Strategic Investment Area, for the reasons set out in the MPU Statement on this issue and the linked Statement on Matter 3A issue (iii).

(b)
The role of Bootle Town Centre as set out in the proposed revision to Policy LCR2. For the reasons set out in detail in the MPU statement on Matter 2C, the Council considers the settlement hierarchy set out in Table 7.1 fails to recognise the significance of Bootle as a sub-regionally significant local centre and therefore fails to provide a coherent framework for the sub-regional spatial strategy. In particular:

· Bootle is the sub-regional service centre for the Housing Market Renewal Areas of South Sefton and parts of North Liverpool. Major enhancement programmes have been funded through Objective 1, SRB and NRF programmes to secure its role at the centre of the new Pathfinder communities
· It is a sub-regionally significant employment centre, supporting 8,000 jobs including the Bootle Office Quarter, with major government agencies and a large higher education institution.
· It is a significant transport hub on the Merseyside Northern Corridor
· It is a mixed convenience and comparison shopping centre with a total of 26,905 sq metres of retail floorspace and a further 5,147 sq metres of service floorspace and a retail catchment area covering the major part of south Sefton and parts of north Liverpool. It ranks 229th out of 1,672 shopping venues in the MHE UK Shopping Index (2003/04) which is higher than Burscough and Neston which are not ranked but are identified as key service centres in Table 7.1, and more than favourably compares with Runcorn (ranked 435th) and Ellesmere Port (ranked 344th) which are identified as Regional Towns and Cities in Table 7.1. 
· It is this combination of significant retail, service, employment, cultural and transport activity which makes Bootle a key centre serving the inner areas communities adjacent to the Regional centre
· The significance of Bootle (and Birkenhead) to the regeneration of the communities in the inner area surrounding the Regional Centre is reflected in the propsed changes to Policy LCR2.

(c)
The regional tourism role of Southport. In particular, the Council’s original representations made the point that Policy W6 does not adequately represent Southport’s regional significance based on visitor numbers, economic impact and the major investment committed through the “Classic Resort” strategy. As one of the “other coastal resorts” the implication is that its potential is mainly linked to “footloose” tourism development (as defined in footnote 81). But heritage-based development, which is a key part of the Southport offer, is given as an example of non-footloose development. The first bullet point needs to include a specific reference to the regeneration of Southport as a “classic resort”.

