North West RSS Examination in Public

Written Statement on behalf of Friends of the Earth North West

Matter 6C: Energy
(i) Are the renewable energy policies consistent with national guidance?
Targets need to go beyond national guidance, which will need to be reviewed as a matter of urgency in the light of more recent research findings such as the Tyndall Centre’s report, Living With a Carbon Budget http://www.tyndall.ac.uk/publications/briefing_notes/Livingwithacarbonbudget.pdf which calculates that emissions need to reduce by 70% by 2030.
(ii) Is the draft RSS sufficiently compatible with the outcome of the Energy Review 2006?
This cannot be answered as of 2 October 2006, as the final report or ‘outcome’ is yet to be known.
(iii) Are the renewable energy targets set out in EM17 and Tables 11.6 and 11.7 sufficiently justified and achievable?
The capacities in the two tables appear meaningless without knowing the total capacity of energy currently used or projected to be used in the region, and the target capacity for the period covered by this RSS, and beyond - once the levels of energy efficiency and usage reduction required to stay within the Earth’s carbon limits have been calculated.

Friends of the Earth estimate that the NW region could source up to at least 25% of its energy needs renewably by 2020 if additional government incentives were implemented.  Such incentives would particularly stimulate biomass production and the earlier deployment of offshore windfarms, marine current turbine arrays and possibly wave farms and tidal lagoons.

http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/reports/bright_future.pdf
It is likely that targets will need to be revised upwards if Government policy takes seriously the latest calculations of climate scientists.

A general presumption in favour of renewable energy installations offering the region a net reduction in carbon/greenhouse gas emissions should be made.

We object to the counting of “Energy from Waste” towards the renewables target, since a lot of the material that would be so treated is fossil fuel derived or otherwise non-renewable. Some energy from waste technologies are an appropriate means for dealing with waste of recent biological origin (Anaerobic Digestion, for example) but recent research indicates that the carbon footprint of putting municipal waste into an incinerator after only minimal recycling is no better than that of a gas-fired power station, and such practices should not be encouraged under the guise of “green energy”.

(iv) Does the draft RSS provide appropriate guidance on the need to reduce demand and increase energy efficiency?
Policy EM16 needs strengthening by:
· re-wording its second bullet point from “promote” to “require” the ‘implementation of energy conservation measures and efficiency of design…’

· including a general presumption against new and replacement building/development that will cause a net increase in the region’s carbon or greenhouse gas emissions, taking into account both construction and lifetime emissions and any verifiable emission offsets that accompany the project.

In our view, NW RSS system must play a complementary role to the building regulations in driving up the design standards of new development to take account of climate change mitigation and adaptation. Planning policy should not directly duplicate the minimum standards for energy efficiency set out in the building regulations. Instead, it should seek to build upon these standards, encouraging innovation in design, construction and masterplanning. 

We do agree that the ‘Merton standard’ of at least 10% renewable energy provided from all new dwellings be applied as a minimum; however, this should be graded upwards to the highest feasible levels, and this part of RSS and consequent LDFs should remain open to review in the light of technical developments to enable this.
For other points on this Matter, please refer to Friends of the Earth NW’s Response Form to Submitted Draft RSS for the North West (June 2006).

