Renewables Northwest Written Statement

RNW/Matter 6C

Matter 6C ENERGY


Recommendations
1. Policy EM17 – The policy should be extended in Paragraph 2 to include the following bullet point
Local Authorities should  instigate their own targets which collectively contribute to the sub regional targets. Comment – Without such targets there continues to exist the possibility within a sub region of local authorities ducking their responsibility to contribute towards the sub regional target. The Local Authority targets should be generated from studies into resource potential for each Local Authority. Local Authorities should be held accountable for their achievement of the targets.
2. Policy EM17 – Para 1 Should be amended to read 

… at least 20% by 2020) of the electricity supplied in the North West should be provided from renewable energy sources within the region. 

3. Policy EM17 – Para 1 Last sentence to be deleted and replaced by the following

Local Authorities are obliged to take decisions which contribute towards the meeting of the sub regional and regional  targets. When the sub regional target is met, this fact alone is not reason to reject further developments. 
4. Policy EM17 – Final Paragraph should be amended to read the following
…all proposals and schemes for new non residential developments of over 1000m2 and all residential developments comprising 2 or more units should incorporate renewable energy production which for applications received before 31 December 2009 provide at least 10% of the predicted electricity requirements and for applications received from 1 January 2010 provide at least 15% of the predicted electricity requirements. 
5.   There needs to be inclusion within policy EM17 for monitoring progress towards the targets which I would suggest occurs on a 6 monthly basis and as a result of the monitoring the updating of the targets and related matters
6. Table 11.6, - There needs to be a definition of the difference between on-shore wind farms and on-shore wind clusters.
7. Tables 11.7 B and C the figure for Cheshire in terms of thermal treatment of waste needs to be reviewed in the light of the application currently with Department for Trade and Industry for a facility. The figure should read 75MW
Renewables Northwest response to the panel Question

Panel Question 6C – Energy 
(I) 
Are the Renewables Energy policies consistent with National Guidance?
The Government’s target for renewable energy production is 10% by 2010 and 15% by 2015. The figures are expressed as the percentage of electricity supplied (not capacity) being sourced from renewable sources. The Government’s instrument of support for the achievement of these targets is the Renewable Obligation Certificate which sets targets for each year leading up to 15.4% by the end of 2015. The policy contained in RSS at EM17 and particularly the tables clearly reinforce and fit very well with this part of national guidance.

The policies also need to be compared to PPS22 which is the Planning Policy Statement for Renewable Energy. This encourages the establishment of Regional and sub regional targets expressed as the minimum amount of installed capacity in MW or as a percentage of electricity consumed.  Again the EM17 policy fits well with this. 

The goal from the policies whether national or regional has to be that there is an increase in the amount of renewable energy being generated. The policy EM 17 and the targets in the table are clearly going to contribute towards the achievement of this goal. 

(II) 
Is the draft RSS sufficiently compatible with the outcome of the energy review in 2006
The energy review concluded that there needs to be a substantial increase in the

production of renewables energy as well as a drive towards using less and the re-introduction of the nuclear option.

I believe that the draft RSS is absolutely in keeping with both the outcome desired by the energy review and its written sentiment. One aspect which there is need for care on however is that the RSS EM17 needs to build in reviewing and monitoring because only through this will there be any chance to take corrective action during the plan period. 

The one weakness in the RSS draft as compared to the Energy Review is that it focuses on only using less and renewables whereas the Review clearly also focussed on Nuclear. 

(III)
Are the renewable energy targets set out in EM17 and Tables 11.6 and 11.7 sufficiently justified and achievable?

The targets set out in the tables need to be specific and clear of they are to be achieved. RNW supports wholeheartedly the inclusion of specific and clear targets. We would have preferred to see the targets also expressed as production figures i.e. MWH, as this bears the closest relationship to what the Government is actually measuring i.e. renewables as a percentage of what is actually used or supplied. The tables offer a balanced view of the make up of the renewables capacity, though the achievement of certain of these lines requires changes in other aspects of the Draft RSS. Take micro-generation as an example (micro wind and solar). The targets in the table can only be achieved if the policy wording on micro generation in EM17 is changed to reflect a lower threshold for the application of the targets (i.e. development of 2 or more dwellings) and if the threshold itself is future proofed by increasing for properties built in 2010 to the higher target of 15%. Without this change for micro generation the figures in the table are unlikely to be met, which will in turn place a greater burden on other technologies and applications.
The resource availability in the region is sufficient to meet these targets. The only barrier to their achievement will be the decisions taken by local authorities in rejecting schemes. 

It is worth noting that if future demand carries on increasing at the current rate of increase the amount of renewable production by say 2015 will need to be much higher than it would otherwise need to be. This is why it is so important to have targets and strong policies for using less. 

(IV)   
Does the Draft RSS provide appropriate guidance on the need to reduce 
demand and increase energy efficiency
The Draft RSS needs to be more robust in its policy and application for using less. There needs to be targets brought forward in the near future which given that the baseline information is not good at present represents a great challenge, but one which need to be tackled. Whilst having a well researched base line would be good, its absence should not of itself prevent policies being introduced which set limits on energy consumption of new developments for example or cause local authorities or other public bodies setting targets for using less.  
