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6C Energy

(i) Are the renewable energy policies consistent with national guidance?

1. Paragraph 1.8 of PPS12 makes it clear that planning policies should not seek to duplicate or cut across matters more appropriately within the scope of other legislative regimes. Energy efficiency in building use and construction is manifestly the responsibility of the building regulations Part L, therefore policy EM17 is not in accordance with the advice included in PPS12.

2. The last sentence within the policy places an undue emphasis on the development industry, therefore the requirements of policy EM17 are not in conformity with the government policy PPS1 and 22 and the companion guide.

(ii) Is the draft RSS sufficiently compatible with the outcome of the Energy Review 2006?

1. The RSS was published prior to the conclusions of the energy review were published. Therefore it is questionable whether it can be concluded that the draft RSS is compatible with the outcome of the Energy Review 2006.

(iii) Are the renewable energy targets set out in EM17 and Tables 11.6 and 11.7 sufficiently justified and achievable?

1. As we have previously stated, ensuring that new homes meet suitable environmental standards of performance is a vital part of combating climate change.  The housing industry has already made great advances in recent years, with new homes today being on average 6 times more energy efficient than those built in 1900. However, paragraph 1.8 of PPS12 makes it clear that planning policies should not seek to duplicate or cut across matters more appropriately within the scope of other legislative regimes. Energy efficiency in building use and construction is manifestly the responsibility of the building regulations Part L. The result of the recent review of Part L is that all new homes built after April 2006 when the new Part L comes in to force will be 40% more energy efficient than new homes built in 2002. That is a massive and extremely rapid improvement in performance and new homes are now many tens of times more energy efficient than the existing stock. These requirements are making new homes ever more expensive at a time when affordability is a serious concern and also at a time when these features are apparently still not wanted by consumers.

2. The requirement to provide at least 10% of the energy to be used in new development to come from on site renewable energy sources should either be removed or the threshold significantly raised as it is unworkable.

3. The detail with regard to sustainable development and energy efficiency will be covered in Local Development Documents (LDD’s). It is very important that the RSS remains strategic and doesn’t go into too much detail with overly prescriptive policies which should be dealt with in LDD’s.

(iv) Does the draft RSS provide appropriate guidance on the need to reduce demand and increase energy efficiency?
1. It is a reasonable strategic planning policy to strive to achieve increases in energy efficiency. However there are lots of other drivers in the strategic RSS, and the global planning context cannot be the main or overriding priority.

2. HBF considers, in terms of actual policy, RSS is extremely limited in how far it can, or should, prescribe guidance for dealing with global responsibilities. Overly detailed or prescriptive policies will become out dated quickly and may even constrain innovative solutions to this problem.
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