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MATTER 6C - ENERGY
1
Are the renewable energy targets set out in EM 17 and Tables 11.6 and 11.7 sufficiently justified and achievable?
1.1
EM17 – Renewable Energy sets a planning framework for renewable energy generation, including a set of capacity targets in three stages for 2010, 2015 and 2020, broken down by generating technology and by sub-region, including for Merseyside. The policy refers directly to the North West Sustainable Energy Strategy and requires that ‘by 2010 at least 10% (rising to at least 15% by 2015 and 20% by 2020) of the electricity supplied in the North West should be provided from renewable sources.’ These targets directly reflect national policy targets.

1.2
EM17 states that local authorities ‘should work with stakeholders in the preparation of sub-regional studies of renewable energy resources so as to gain a thorough understanding of the supplies available and how they can best be used to meet national, regional and local targets.’ This would enable appropriate local targets to be developed and would contribute to future RSS reviews. Guidance is not provided on how this process would be resourced and coordinated at the sub-regional level.

1.3
Merseyside agrees with using the most cautious of the DTI baseline energy demand scenarios as the basis for setting targets, allowing for 1% annual growth in demand, providing baseline figures for 2010 of 35.92TWh, 2015 of 37.75 and 2020 of 39.6. On this basis the regional targets for generating capacity for the region have been set as 3.59TWh in 2010 (10%), 5.66 by 2015 (15%) and 7.93 by 2020 (20%). Converted to Megawatts (MW) this requires growth in renewable generation capacity within the North West region from a baseline of 323MW in 2005, to 1231MW in 2010, 1932MW in 2015 and 2693MW in 2020. This represents growth of 834% in a 15-year period which will require an exceptional step change in action. Considering the limited installed renewable energy generation capacity in the sub-region, Merseyside considers this to be extremely demanding.

1.4
However, the baseline figure for installed capacity cannot be considered definitive, as Annex 4 of the NW Sustainable Energy Strategy
 (a document to which the RSS is closely linked) gives a figure of only 228MW (representing 3% of regional energy generation). Merseyside therefore requires clarification on which is the accurate baseline figure – 323MW or 228MW installed capacity as this will have a direct impact on the sub-regional target for Merseyside.

1.5
For the Merseyside sub-region the targets are 46.3MW in 2010, 64.5 in 2015 and 108.2 by 2020. Warrington and Halton are included as a single, separate sub-region. Merseyside is therefore a relatively small component of the region, as its targets account for only 3.76% (2010), 3.34% (2015) and 5.6% (2016) of the regional target. The reasons for this are not given, but it is possible to speculate that it relates closely to the small land area, urbanised nature and relatively high population density of the sub-region. Merseyside considers the installed renewable energy generation targets to be extremely demanding because of the geographic, land constraints and regeneration priorities within the sub-region. For example, with the exception of some limited areas of dock estate, opportunity for large scale onshore wind generation is limited in comparison with other parts of the region.

1.6
The generation targets are also divided-up into categories of renewable energy technology, of which off-shore wind, biomass co-firing, tidal and wave energy are considered regional resources, with targets assigned separately from any of the sub-regions. Of these off-shore wind is the most important, with targets of 297MW (2010), 747MW (2015) and 1347MW (2020). The 2020 figure represents 50% of the total target for renewable energy generation in the region for that year – from just 5 installations.

1.7
The assumption that Regional incineration or waste to energy production from 1 plant currently (10.5MW) growing to 6 plants (215.5MW) by 2020 remains to be determined. This will largely be determined by local and sub-regional decisions of waste planning applications and / or progress of any large scale applications submitted to the DTI and determined at the national level.

1.8
Merseyside agrees that energy from waste is likely to make a significant contribution to the sub-regional target and locating waste to energy plants of approximately 40MW generating capacity is a reasonable target for the sub-region subject to other constraints. It is however not possible to indicate that this will come from a single plan or incinerator of 40MW capacity. The number of facilities, precise location and technologies to be used will be determined at the sub-regional and local level according to the needs of the sub-region. It is likely that Halton will join the Waste partnership across Merseyside.
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