Copeland Borough Council



   RESPONDENT NO. 383

MATTER 6C: ENERGY

The Council supports the statement on this matter submitted by Cumbria County Council (715) with the addition of the following:

Question (i)

1.
The Council objects to the renewable energy targets in Policy EM17 because they are aspirational and are not related to either what could be constructed over the 15 year period or the capacity of areas to assimilate such development.  They also do not take into account the effect of previous and future energy production from other sources within the subject area.  West Cumbria for instance has made an overwhelming contribution to national energy production over the last 500 years through wood, coal and nuclear sourced production.  To expect it to make further significant contributions from renewable sources could jeopardise efforts to diversify its economy – particularly ironic  since the diversification is necessary to recover from energy overexploitation - there could well be problems for its nascent tourism industry if it becomes one large wind-farm necessary to achieve Cumbria’s renewables target.  

Question (ii)

1.
The Energy Review looks at new nuclear generating options where an area like West Cumbria, previously host to nuclear production could be considered appropriate for new development.  The RSS needs to include some reference to this option and a policy stance would be useful, particularly if backed up by criteria which could be included in any “off-set package” assessment.  The contribution such alternative energy sources could make should also count against the sub-region’s overall energy contribution, including the renewables targets.  

