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Matter 6: Energy

(iii) Are the renewable energy targets set out in EM17 and Tables 11.6 and 11.7 sufficiently justified and achievable?


Justification
There is a global consensus as to the threat of climate change and the encouragement of the use of renewable energy is an important step in reducing carbon emissions, in line with international and national agreements.  It is felt, therefore, that the inclusion of Policy EM17 is clearly justified and precedents for such a policy exists, Nationally, Regionally and Locally.   The Government now expects all Local Authorities to include a prescriptive renewable energy policy in their Local Development Frameworks (Ministerial Statement: Yvette Cooper, 8 June 2006) and in the Energy Review; the Government encourages Local Authorities to adopt ambitious policies for renewable energy.


Achievability

Carbon Reduction

Examples, such as the London Borough’s of Merton and Croydon, demonstrate that such policies and targets are achievable.   In both of these authorities, the policy is measured in terms of CO2 reduction rather than energy production, which then brings micro generation installation in line with Building Regulations.  

The need for CO2 targets and CO2 related policies may well emerge from the forthcoming PPS26, which the RSS should also anticipate.  Carbon emissions from the production of electricity are much higher than from the use of fossil fuels such as gas and oil because of inefficiencies in the transportation of electricity along power lines, with electricity producing double the amount of Carbon emissions per kWh than gas.   Therefore, an approach such as that of the London Boroughs, focusing upon Carbon reduction targets rather than just energy requirements should be considered.  


Thresholds

A requirement for larger scale developments to incorporate renewable 

energy production to provide part of the development’s predicted 

energy needs is welcomed. The policy requirement should however be 

raised from 10% to 20% in the light of the renewables targets set out in 

the Regional Sustainable Energy Strategy and would also future proof 

the policy.  This Council has recently received support for a 10% policy 

in the Local Plan Inspector’s Report but will be looking to increase this 

at the earliest opportunity.  

The inclusion of a threshold, whereby the policy is expressly applicable on larger scale developments is supported.  It is felt that the application of such a threshold will assist in achieving real targets for renewable energy generation; resulting in a more prescriptive and workable policy.  However, so as to future proof the policy it should be emphasised that the thresholds established are a minimum and that Local Authorities are encouraged to go beyond the requirements.  


Targets

The Council feels that without a comprehensive renewable energy study for the North West region, along the lines of that which has been carried out for Cumbria, it is not possible for the targets in tables 11.6 and 11.7 to be justified.  This information gap needs to be urgently addressed or the Region’s ability to contribute to national targets for electricity from renewable sources and reducing CO2 emissions could be compromised.  

Policy EM17 suggests that sub-regional studies should be undertaken to inform future reviews of RSS.  However, if the policy aim of establishing local strategies and setting targets to replace the sub-regional ones in RSS is to be achieved there needs to be a standard to which all authorities will comply, particularly if Local Authorities are to take ownership of these as adopted policy.  
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