Resp 41/ Matter 6B


Matter 6B – Minerals and Waste

Peat should not be included in the list of the Region’s mineral reserves. Lowland raised peat bog is a priority habitat under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan and the EU Habitats Directive because of the quality and diversity of species it supports. Peat also plays a role in climate change mitigation as peat bogs are an important carbon store and sink. Its role in preserving archaeological records is also well documented. Yet lowland raised peat bog is now one of the rarest wildlife habitats in the UK with 94% already lost. 

North West England remains an important stronghold for lowland raised bogs in the UK. Of the remaining 11,415 ha of bogs in England (undisturbed and disturbed), some 58% is found within the region by area and over 80% by number.
  

Since the Vision for the RSS embraces the principles of sustainable development, the RSS should not be promoting further extraction of peat. Instead it should champion the protection and enhancement of the region’s peatlands whilst encouraging the development of alternatives to peat.

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan for Lowland Raised Bogs introduced a target for 90% of the materials used in growing media and soil improvers to be peat free by 2010.  This builds on a previous target (stated in MPG13) for 40% of materials for growing media and soil improvers to be non-peat by 2005: this target has now been met.  Government, who recognise that peat use is unsustainable, has endorsed these targets.

MPG 13, paragraph 41, also states that while it is predicted that approximately 1,000 hectares (new areas for peat extraction) may be needed over the next 10-20 years, this should not be considered as a target to be achieved.  
Suggested amendment to text.

Peat should be excluded from the list of mineral reserves so that the second sentence of this policy reads: ‘This will take into account: the national significance of the Region’s reserves of salt, silica sand, gypsum and clay (including fireclay).’

� From “The South Solway Mosses-a shared vision. English Nature, RSPB, Wildlife Trusts.





