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6A:  Environment and Landscape
6A(ii):  Does the draft RSS provide an appropriate steer in relation to green infrastructure aspirations and requirements? How will this policy be implemented?

1. Lancashire Economic Partnership comments

1.1 RSS policies in respect of Green Infrastructure are generally considered to provide an appropriate steer, subject to comments below :-

1.2 In respect of policies dealing with Regional Parks, while Policy 11.6 does refer to the role of Regional Parks in assisting urban and rural renaissance, the ‘Overall Objectives of Regional Parks’ set out at Figure 11.1 are essentially concerned with activities and impacts that are internal to the Regional Park projects, and fail to emphasise their strategic economic role as a prime objective – eg increases in business activity are seen as related directly to the activities within Parks (and which are clearly valuable in themselves), rather than as a consequence of the enhanced competitive position of their locations.

1.3 In terms of the implementation of Green Infrastructure policy, the Partnership is of the view that this would best be taken forward at the sub-regional level, with reference to RSS and the NW Green Infrastructure Guide ; the latter document, however, tends to stress biodiversity impacts, and would need revision to provide appropriate guidance in respect of the utilisation of Green Infrastructure in promoting strategic connectivity (ie access networks),and of spatial priorities.

1.4 Strategic green infrastructure proposals should be included in Local Development Frameworks and Supplementary Planning Documents, establishing a common policy base to support positive planning for green infrastructure across local authority boundaries, and ensuring that planning applications and S.106 negotiations can be considered with respect to its delivery. A firm policy lead in RSS , including guidance as to strategic spatial priorities for the creation of Green Infrastructure, will be vital in this regard.
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