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Question (i)

Should separate policies be used in this chapter to cover the individual aspects of (a) integrated land management incorporating woodland/forestry, (b) biodiversity and (c) landscape and heritage (culture)? Are the policy tests sufficiently explicit? 
Red Rose Forest feels that to some extent questions (i) and (ii) are linked and that the individual aspects already noted in EM1 are in fact sub sets Green Infrastructure. Green Infrastructure is integrated land management and through it’s multi-functionality approach encompasses the individual aspects noted.
We believe that policies EM1 and EM3 would be improved by the use of one broad overarching policy in the Environment chapter called Green Infrastructure (GI) that notes that GI is more than just greenspace and supported by more detailed policies on individual components.

The detail of how Green Infrastructure is delivered is dealt with more fully below in answering question (ii). However the overarching policy needs to identify that Green Infrastructure Planning should be part of both sub regional spatial planning and Local Development Frameworks. 
Question (ii)
Does the draft RSS provide an appropriate steer in relation to green infrastructure aspirations and requirements? How will this policy be implemented?

Currently no, and the definition currently given for Green Infrastructure is too restrictive. Green Infrastructure covers all the natural elements in the environment including water and even individual street trees; not just greenspace and it’s interaction with regards social and economic functions. However, the appropriate steer is to be found in  "Draft North West Green Infrastructure Guide - Prepared by the North West Green Infrastructure Think Tank". (Document Reference SDL/NE/1) which is referenced to in the supporting text of Policy EM3. The Guide provides an explanation of what Green Infrastructure planning is and the benefits to be derived from it.  It offers advice on data sources, tools and techniques for mapping green infrastructure resources, making an assessment of functionality of different pieces of green infrastructure and subsequently producing an intervention plan.
The inclusion of green infrastructure within Local Development Frameworks will be essential to ensure effective delivery at the local level that is integrated with wider spatial planning concerns. The question of how this is achieved is likely to be specific to local circumstances. 

Question (iii)

Does the draft RSS take adequate account of the need to consider the implications of development in areas of flood risk?

To some extent yes but certainly stressing the importance of Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) work being carried out to support regeneration within the conurbations and city regions could be mentioned. It is noted that this also links strongly back to Green Infrastructure. Up stream flood storage basins for example serve a vital function but only provide that function 1 in 75 or 1 in 100 years. Such areas need to serve other functions in the intervening time.
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