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6A Environment and Landscape

(i) Should separate policies be used in this chapter to cover the individual aspects of (a) integrated land management incorporating woodland/forestry, (b) biodiversity and (c) landscape and heritage (culture)?” Are the policy tests sufficiently explicit?

1. While it is recognised that plans, strategies, proposals and schemes should deliver an integrated approach to land management, we would caution against the over emphasis on this issue and consider that including separate policies as suggested above would not be appropriate. It is important to balance environmental issues with social and economic issues and ensure the balance is as equal as possible. It is also important that any reference to the elements above is on a strategic basis. Reference that is of a small scale, local nature should be included in relevant DPD’s.

(ii) Does the draft RSS provide an appropriate steer in relation to green infrastructure aspirations and requirements? How will this policy be implemented?

1. The need to enhance and maintain green infrastructure, the network of open space, woodlands, wildlife habitat, parks and other natural areas, should be included in the Plan. The Plan should recognise the social and environmental benefits to be promoted from such a network, such as social recreation and flood prevention. Policy EM3 makes provision for such maintenance and enhancement and the HBF supports the inclusion of provision for green infrastructure in the draft plan. It is considered that there is adequate reference to the need for green infrastructure, although we would caution against the over emphasis of this issue. It is important to balance environmental issues with social and economic issues and ensure the balance is as equal as possible. It is also important that any reference to green infrastructure is on a strategic basis. Reference to green infrastructure that is of a small scale, local nature should be included in relevant DPD’s.

2. It is noted in paragraph 11.5 that reference is made to Green Infrastructure Guide for North West that will assist with the way this policy is put into practice.

(iii) Does the draft RSS take adequate account of the need to consider the implications of development in areas of flood risk?

1. The Plan does take adequate account of the need to consider the implications of development in areas of flood risk

2. HBF comments made in other statements, regarding the need for a balance between social, economic and environmental matters in order to achieve a sustainable RSS, are pertinent in this matter. Clearly flood risk issues are important, but the risk must be managed and prioritised accordingly. The correct balance is needed to ensure that the location of development offers both social and economic benefits as well as taking account of environmental constraint such as flood risk. Adequate flood risk protection and risk management can mitigate the risks, meaning that the location of regeneration projects in the dockland areas can be safely developed at as little risk as possible, but with significant social and economic benefits. 

3. The prevention of development on flood risk grounds alone could be detrimental to the benefits of the wider community in social and economic terms. Subject to necessary and appropriate flood protection and risk management measures, it is possible to safely manage the development of a site in a flood risk area.

(iv) Are water resources and the capacity of both water and sewerage infrastructure adequately considered in the draft RSS?
1. The importance of safeguarding water resources in the region and the need to encourage water efficiency are considered in the plan. However, Paragraph 1.8 of PPS12 makes it clear that planning policies should not seek to duplicate or cut across matters more appropriately within the scope of other legislative regimes and this should be borne in mind in relation to water resource issues. Building regulations encourage water conservation measures and the Environment Agency’s Water Resources Strategy provides for appropriate development and RSS should not duplicate these regimes.
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