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Matter 7B: Manchester City Region and South Cheshire - Housing Issues

(i)
Is the sub-region’s housing provision and distribution appropriate and achievable?  Are the PDL targets in Table 9.1 realistic, deliverable, and based on robust evidence?

1.
The County Council supports the level of housing provision proposed for the Cheshire districts of Crewe & Nantwich, Congleton, Macclesfield and Vale Royal in the RSS.  It is considered that these levels will result in:
· A significant increase in housing provision to that shown in current RSS (RPG13) and the Cheshire 2016 Structure Plan Alteration i.e. a total increase for the Cheshire districts in the MCR from 820 to 1200 dwellings p.a. and an increase in South Cheshire from 357 to 450 dwellings p.a. ;

· A scale of housing development across the two sub-region that is moderately less than actual levels of housing completions in the last ten years i.e. an average of 198 and 107 dwellings less p.a. for the three Cheshire districts in the MCR as a total and South Cheshire respectively;

· Meeting baseline affordable housing needs;
· Meeting specific local needs and regeneration priorities;

· Helping to redress commuting imbalances to a limited degree; 

· The likely need for only a limited amount of greenfield development toward the end of the plan period and, therefore, achieving the minimum 80% PDL targets shown in the RSS.  However, this target may not be achievable if higher housing figures are proposed.  The County Council has already commented in its original submissions on the Submitted Draft RSS that the PDL target for South Cheshire should be raised from a minimum of 55% to 80%. 
2.
The County Council is currently working on producing dwelling figures for each Cheshire district, as part of the preparation of a County Population Forecast Report, based on the ODPM household projections published in March 2006.  It is hoped that these will be available to help inform the debate at the EIP.
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