Respondent number – 425

Matter 7A

MATTER 7A   MANCHESTER CITY REGION AND SOUTH CHESHIRE 

As Manchester’s population has amongst the worst health in the country.  Policy MCR1 should specifically address this together with the need to tackle health and other social inequalities within the city region 
In line with Manchester City Council’ stated objective of making Manchester “the Greenest City”, the policy and vision should reflect this.  We have made comments on other matters which we feel are of relevance to the city region including

· proposals for a high quality express public transport network. In the city region there should be an emphasis on improving public transport links across and between local communities to encourage local employment rather than encouraging long distant commuting.

· proposals for a cycling network

· proposals that all new housing schemes should have home zones and green infrastructure

· proposals that all new employment parks should have roof gardens accessible to the public and linked together to crate a public park

· proposals for the widespread encouragement of green roofs

· proposals for the introduction of a points scheme similar to that used in Essex whereby housing schemes are given points for green features (green roofs, grey water, sustainable drainage, energy efficiency etc) and only schemes which pass a minimum score are permitted

We believe that as we move to a knowledge based economy it will be important to understand that we compete in an environment where many of the best jobs will be capable of carried out in a wide range of locations, including homes, and people will choose to live in attractive areas.  Environmental enhancement is therefore not an optional extra – it is an economic imperative. 

Why should a person working from home choose to do so in Manchester rather than the Mull of Kintyre?  Unlike the Mull of Kintyre we can offer a vibrant city with a creative infrastructure.  Can we, however, also offer an attractive environment? 
It is to meet this requirement that we have advocated 

· the proposals for green roofs and green infrastructure above

· the proposals for roof gardens to create parks above our employment parks

We also advocate

· the rigorous protection of the green belt 

· any land released for development in the green belt or other attractive open space to be released only on condition that earth-sheltered development is undertaken preserving the open space

· a swathe of earth-sheltered development should be established across the north of Manchester linking the river valleys in the east with the proposed regional park in the west.
We did request an extension to the time for making our submission on this matter in order that we could take account of the response to the Audit Commission report on inequalities in the city region, but unfortunately it appears that there is no mechanism for delaying the closing date for submissions. 

This is a document the Panel may wish to obtain and take note of. 

Greater Manchester experiences some of the worst health in England and this is so significant a problem that the Cabinet Office targets for reducing inequalities in health are unlikely to be achieved if Greater Manchester does not achieve its targets.8 of the 10 Greater Manchester PCTs are Spearhead PCTs.

Against this background it is of especial importance that the city region considers the public health evidence that we have given generally, including 

· A transport strategy that emphasises walking and cycling

· A strategy towards the public realm which raises the human spirit 

· Measures to promote social support 

· Measures to promote high quality employment and access to employment from all areas of the city region

· Access to opportunities for physical activity, to the countryside, and to areas where healthy food can be purchased at affordable prices.

2

