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Matter 7A: Sub-regional Strategy

(i)
Does the strategy communicate a clear, sustainable and appropriate vision for the sub-region? If not how should the strategy be modified? In particular:

 

· do the proposals for employment, housing, transport and the environment amount collectively to a coherent and appropriate vision for the sub-region?

· are the proposals for employment land (of various kinds) appropriate and achievable?

· are the transport proposals adequate and logical in relation to the strategy as a whole? 

· is adequate attention paid to issues of climate change and the protection of the environment;

· are there any other material deficiencies, which you perceive in the plan as it affects the sub-region; 

· do you believe the proposals to be deliverable, through the development plan system or in other ways?

· the extent to which cross border issues have been considered, especially in relation the High Peak

· how will sub regional sub area priorities be monitored?

(ii) Is there an inconsistency in the strategy as it affects the Manchester City region in that most of the economic opportunities are said to be in the southern part whereas most of the housing is not. If so does this raise issues of sustainability?

(iii) Are there any issues affecting the South Cheshire sub-region which might require the plan to be modified? 

This statement is in response to the Panels request for individual Districts to submit a statement on matters 7A and 7B.  Rochdale did not make individual representations at the formal submission stage but relied on the joint AGMA responses.  
AGMA has made submissions that there is a need for a clearer overall statement of the role and priority of the Manchester City Region.  The Manchester City Region (MCR) will be the key economic driver of the region and the Northern economy. RSS should therefore ensure that this potential is realised by supporting the economic growth of the whole city region.  RSS should articulate this in accordance with the AGMA representations, including the Manchester City Region Spatial Strategy (MCRSS).  
The MCRSS sets out the spatial framework for the delivery of the twin objectives of the Manchester City Region: to optimise existing assets in order to deliver a significant increase in the city region’s overall GVA; and to reduce the social and economic disparities which exist. This involves supporting continued growth in areas which are already performing well, but also promoting growth in the less affluent parts of the City Region.  There are significant economic and environmental opportunities in the north of the city region and these must be seized as part of increasing the success of the City Region as a whole.  The housing offer (to tackle housing market dysfunction) and transport infrastructure (access between the Regional centre and northern parts of the City Region and improvements to trans-Pennine routes) need to be radically improved to support economic objectives and this should be made clear in the MCR policies. RSS support for the Housing Market Renewal Programme is welcomed but broader economic revitalisation should be an objective of the MCR policies.  This will strengthen the role of the City Region in improving economic performance overall.  The AGMA submissions, including the MCRSS emphasise this.

Conclusion

Rochdale Council supports the AGMA submission on Matter 7A and its key concern is that RSS policies recognise that sub-regional disparities need to be addressed so that Rochdale and other northern towns can fully contribute to the sustainable economic development of the City Region and therefore the Region as a whole.  Its also supports the submission made by the Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder on matter 7A.
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